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UPCOMING EVENTS.  
 

The H.H.S. committee has been considering how best to conduct our events and operations in as safe a way as 
possible and in line with current health advice from our Governments.  As this can change suddenly, please note that 
our arrangements may also need to alter at short notice.  We will endeavor to advise you promptly if this is the case. 
 

We will continue to hold research meetings via zoom.  Our face-to-face sessions at the Hawthorn library require us to 
negotiate new protocols with the library staff. 
 

PROPOSED FEBRUARY EVENT – GROUP VISIT TO THE OLD TREASURY BUILDING, SPRING STREET, MELBOURNE –  
NEW EXHIBITION – YARRA: STORIES OF MELBOURNE’S RIVER. 
 

The Old Treasury Building is a treasure of gold-rush Melbourne and the Old Treasury Museum presents well curated 
exhibitions about early Melbourne.  The new exhibition, Yarra: Stories of Melbourne’s River, traces our relationship 
with the river from when the Kulin nation met on the banks of the Birrarung, “the river of mists”.  

 

 
 

We are sure that that there will be many Society members and friends wishing to view this exhibition.    
The exhibition is free of charge, but under COVID restrictions limited booked tickets are required for a morning or an 
afternoon session.  If you are interested in joining a small group this February, please let us know by email or phone 
(see above). 
 

PROPOSED 20th MARCH EVENT – YARRA STREET WALK. 
Meet at 10.30am at the corner of Yarra St and Burwood road.  Walk will take approximately 1 1/2 hrs. including a visit 
to the house Marsten.  
 

PROPOSED 18th APRIL EVENT – THOMAS JOHNSON: THORNY ROSE GROWER OF HAWTHORN. 
Guest Speaker will be HELEN BOTHAM.  You will be advised as to whether this meeting will be held live at Hawthorn 
Community Precinct, or via Zoom, or both. 
  

We deem these upcoming meetings to be low risk.  However, we’ll keep you in touch regarding these events. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT.                          Ramona de Niese 
 

Welcome to 2021! I hope that you all had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  Let’s hope that the world will 
soon learn to deal with the pandemic which has affected us all in 2020. 
 

Libby & Jim Love hosted our end of year Christmas drinks and nibbles at their house, in December.  It was wonderful 
to meet so many of our members there in person, as most of our 2020 events have been on Zoom. 
 

COVID 19 has certainly made us all aware of how lucky we are in Australia, and how important family and friends are. 
A friend of mine was looking forward to a visit from her two daughters and three grandsons, from Sydney for 
Christmas, but that had to be cancelled at the last minute because of the NSW outbreak.  I also remember my mother 
telling me that during the depression Santa brought her and her brother an orange for their Christmas present; this 
always brings me back to reality. 
 

We hope to soon be able to resume our regular meetings in the library, on the second Wednesday of each month, 
along with monthly presentations and walks. 
 

We hope to have an excursion for our first activity in February, as per the note on page one.  Watch your emails for a 
Mailchimp with details of later events. 
 

Let’s hope for a better 2021 where we get to meet in person. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL. 
 

Our membership year runs from 1st October when your subscription fell due.  Current membership fees are:                                    
Family Membership: $35.00     Family (concession) $25.00      Single: $25.00    Single (concession) $20.00 
 

Direct Payment to our Bank account: 
By EFTPOS: BSB 033 050  Account: 146 383 
The Hawthorn Historical Society (Please include your surname so we can track your payment)   
   

Our mailing address     
Cheques can be mailed to:  The Hawthorn Historical Society Inc. 

584 Glenferrie Road Hawthorn 3122. 
  

Queries: hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com , or contact our Treasurer, Pam Carter, on 0400 644 042. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEW MEMBERS.            
 

We are delighted to welcome the following new members who have joined the Society since the last list was 
published: Dr Norman Fary, Mike Macrow, Lindsay Paterson. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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HAWTHORN LIBRARY, LOCAL AND FAMILY HISTORY OFFICER.  
 

A new rôle has recently been filled at the Hawthorn 
Library, namely that of Local and Family History 
Officer.  The new officer, Jane, will be a familiar face to 
regulars of Hawthorn Library as she has been a 
permanent staff member there for some time, her last 
position being that of meeting room and systems 
liaison.  The creation of this new position will mean that 
the library will be able to supply access to their 
restricted collection at a much quicker rate, and 
requests will be processed more promptly.  Jane will 
also help the library to maintain the local history 
collection and work on digitisation projects.   
 

For all requests, please contact 
LocalAndFamilyHistory@boroondara.vic.gov.au. 
 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

THE WOOD FAMILY OF RIVERSDALE, AND HILTON WOOD HOUSE.   Elizabeth Love 
 

Elizabeth Love (known affectionately as Libby) is our Vice -President and a Past President, and has been  
contributing to this Newsletter for many years; her articles covering an extremely broad range of subjects.  

Below, Libby tells the story of yet another important family, resident in Hawthorn in the 19th century.  The 

story of architect James Wood is particularly interesting. 

 

James Wood’s career as a Hawthorn architect was successful but short-lived.  He was the fifth of 14 children born to 
John and Elizabeth Wood, who had had arrived in Melbourne in 1848.  James was born here in 1854 and grew up in 
Collingwood where his father, a hotel keeper, was also the founder and senior partner with his eldest son, of the 
Yorkshire Brewery Company in Wellington Street, Collingwood.  
 
James trained as an architect under George Wharton and, after completing his articles, set up practice in 1875; first in 
the family home next to the brewery, and then in Swanston Street, Melbourne.  In fact, one of James’ first projects, in 
1875, was the design of a new brew tower for his father’s brewery.  He went on to design a number of other 
industrial buildings around Collingwood. 
 

By 1869 John and Elizabeth and 
the younger Wood children had 
moved to Riversdale. This 
property was once the home of 
Thomas Kenny, a stationer, 
whose firm, Sands and Kenny, 
published Melbourne Postal 
Directories.  Riversdale was a 
large estate of seven acres (2.83 
hectares), near the junction of 
Power Street and Riversdale 
Roads, Hawthorn, and it was in 
Hawthorn that James received 
many of his commissions.   

 
 

This sketch of the Riversdale property is from MM&BW map 1749.      
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THE WOOD FAMILY OF RIVERSDALE, AND HILTON WOOD HOUSE. Continued. 
 

 

The large two-storey timber house Riversdale is 
featured in Victoria and its Metropolis Vol 2. (1888) 
although it was incorrectly captioned as Hilton Wood 
(), which was actually another house designed by 
James for his brother Frank; the house name, Hilton 
Wood, being an amalgamation of the parents’ 
surnames.  
 

Other family members soon followed the move to 
Hawthorn.  Although John Senior died prematurely in 
1878 whilst overseas on a visit home to Yorkshire, the 
family remained at Riversdale until the early 1890s.  
After matriarch Elizabeth died in 1894, the estate was 
sold.  

 
From the 1880s until the time of his marriage to Isabella Keith Vickery in 1891, James lived at Riversdale with his 
widowed mother and siblings.  Isabella was the daughter of sharebroker James Vickery, and James and Isabella were 
married at her parents’ home Lymdale, 45 Riversdale Road.  This building was later purchased by the Brigidine Sisters 
for Kilmaire College and, in 1996, was sold to the founders of Erasmus Primary School.  
 
James and Isabelle’s only child, Eileen, was born in Hawthorn a year after their marriage but, sadly, at the age of four, 
she was orphaned, suddenly, by the death of both her parents within a six-month period.  Fortunately, a large 
number of the family lived in Hawthorn and were available to provide support.  James died at 45 Auburn Road on 8th 
March 1897, and was interred in Melbourne Cemetery, along with his mother and two siblings who had died in early 
infancy.  
 

Younger brother Frank, lived at Hilton Wood, an impressive two storey, eight roomed brick residence, at 62 Power 
Street.  However, he operated his business as a watchmaker and jeweller from premises on the south side of 
Burwood Road, between Morang Road and Power Street.  Frank had married Martha Warburton and they had four 
sons, Alfred, Sydney, Hilton and Robin, all born in Hawthorn.   
 
Two other Wood brothers, John and Charles, lived just a few doors away, in Power Street, and sister Elizabeth (by 
then the wife of William Wright, timber merchant) lived in Lyndhurst Crescent.  
 

James Wood designed numerous hotels, houses and 
shops.  Apart from Riversdale and Hilton Wood, the 
following buildings in Hawthorn are also attributed to 
him: The Glenferrie Hotel (1888); Grasmere, 9 Auburn 
Grove, Hawthorn East (1882) (); and the terrace pair 
Morvyn and Longley, 58-60 Power Street. James also 
oversaw the building of the Augustine Church in 
Burwood Road (1880) as well as houses in Lisson 
Grove, Wattle Road and Harcourt Street.  His 
residential buildings were mainly in the Italianate style, 
popular during the 1870s and 1880s, however the 
design for the Augustine Centre was in the Gothic style 
but making extensive use of polychromatic brickwork.  
 

 

Sources:  
Victoria and Its Metropolis Vol 2. (1888) 
City of Boroondara Heritage Citation, 9 Auburn Grove, East Hawthorn, Context, 2016.  
City of Hawthorn Rate Books, 1869-1900 
Boroondara Cemetery records. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MINUTES OF THE HAWTHORN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

HAWTHORN HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Sunday 15th November 2020, 2.00 pm 
Held via ZOOM. 
 

1. Welcome and acknowledgement of country. 
 

2. Present & apologies: 
 

Apologies: Anne Holmes, Mark Weller, Michaela Rowlands, Chris Rowlands, Shirley Ramsay 
 

Present: Ramona De Niese (chair), Alan De Niese, John Torpey, Sandra Torpey, Ian Scott, Jenny 
Scott, Jenny Podborsek, Albert Isaacs, David Goldsworthy, Tony Michael, Pamela Carter, Andrae 
Erikson, Elizabeth Love, James Love, Elizabeth Yewers (minutes), Robert Yewers, Fran Faul, 
Malcolm Faul. 
 

3. Confirmation of Minutes of 2019 Annual General Meeting,  
13th October 2018  

Moved: Albert Isaacs Seconded: Jenny Podborsek. 
 

4. Annual Report  
Ramona De Niese read her annual report reflecting on the challenging year we have 
experienced. We were thankful to have started the year well with a Twilight Walk in November 
and a visit to Tay Creggan in February. Unfortunately, by March we were forced to abandon 
face-to-face events. Technology has allowed us to stay connected and, apart from in-person 
talks it has been business as usual in terms of research, acquisitions and help given to the 
general public. Although discussions had continued with Boroondara Council about the 
redevelopment of the Tuck Stand as a heritage centre, the project was removed from the 
budget which led us to actively canvas the candidates for the recent Council election.  Ramona 
thanked Albert Isaacs for his work on the Newsletter, Elizabeth Love for managing Facebook and 
the committee for their ongoing work. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report  
Pamela Carter presented the financial reports which were accepted. 
 

6. Election of Committee 
Nominations were received for the following people and announced from the chair.  
The following people were elected unopposed: 
President: Ramona De Niese 
Vice President: Elizabeth Love 
Treasurer: Pamela Carter 
Secretary & Public Officer: Elizabeth Yewers 
Committee: David Goldsworthy 

Albert Isaacs (Newsletter Editor) 
Michaela Rowlands 
 

7. Forthcoming Events  
It is hoped to resume talks, walks and research sessions in a COVID-safe manner as 
soon as possible in 2021. 
 

8. Guest Speaker: Elizabeth Love – Covid-19; 2020 – The Year in Reflection 
Elizabeth Love delivered a video presentation looking at the themes which have 
defined the year and how the community and the Hawthorn Historical Society 
responded to the COVID Pandemic. 

9. The meeting closed at 3.00 pm with on-line socialising. 
 

The adoption of these minutes will be placed before those at the 2021 H.H.S. A.G.M. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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JAMES CLEZY, MA (Melb.) – 1836-1917 –  
TEACHER, SHAKESPEAREAN SCHOLAR, ESSAYIST, TUTOR.                               John Torpey 

 

Hawthorn Historical Society member, John Torpey, has done a lot of valuable research into various 

prominent 19th century Hawthorn citizens.  It is hoped that this article about James Clezy will be the first of 

many from John’s pen that will appear in this Newsletter.  Also note that John has written a book about the 

schools of Hawthorn, and that it’s nearly ready for publication. 
 

 

James Clezy was born in Selkirk, Scotland, to John Clezy 
and Mary (née Steele) in 1836; he was the fifth of nine 
children, two of whom died in infancy.  Mary was related 
to the Laird of Kinlochmoidart in whose household John 
had taught.  James’ father was the parish school master 
of Byethorn, a school in Selirk1.   He gave up that position 
because of the disruption in the Church of Scotland2. 
 

The family migrated to Australia sailing from Liverpool on 
the Anna, and arriving in Melbourne in September 1849, 
before heading to South Australia in November, where 
John set himself up as a storekeeper at Nairne, near 
Mount Barker south-west of Adelaide3.

  

In August 1856, The Adelaide Observer reported that James was a student at the Presbytery, Chalmers Church, North 
Terrace4, viz: James Clezy and John Gordon students at the Presbytery were examined in Latin, Greek, mathematics 
and elementary theology.  By 1860, James was a teacher at the Mount Barker Academy, a  boy’s only school5; he was 
25 years old.  Then, in 1863, he was registered as a teacher in Victoria.  He was briefly employed by the Department 
of Education from September to December 1864.  James then entered the University of Melbourne where he was 
awarded an Exhibition in Classics by Professor Martin Irving in 1866, and a Shakespeare scholarship worth 30 guineas 
($66.60) in 1868.  In 1869 he was endowed with the Shakespeare Medal, and that same year he was also conferred 
with his Batchelor of Arts.   
 

1869 also saw him being appointed an Assistant Master at Wesley College where Dr H M Corrigan LLD (Trinity College, 
Dublin) was the inaugural Headmaster; Wesley College having opened in January 1866.  On the death of Dr Corrigan 
in late 1871, Professor Irving assumed the rôle of headmaster, a position he held for five years until he left to take 
over Hawthorn Grammar.  James Clezy left Wesley in 1872 and was Joint Headmaster at St Kilda College, with Alfred 
Hosking, for the remainder of that year.  (Hosking had also been a teacher at Wesley.)  The University of Melbourne 
awarded James Clezy a Master of Arts in 1872.  James became a member of the Royal College of Preceptors (London) 
that same year6. 
 

Professor Martin Irving and Clezy would have known each other quite well.  Irving was professor of Classics at the 
University of Melbourne when James attended, and Prof. Irving awarded the Classical Exhibition to Clezy, personally, 
in 18667.  They joined the Royal Society together in 1869 and Clezy was Senior Assistant Master at Wesley College 
when Martin became Headmaster on Dr Corrigan’s death in 18718 
 

From January to June 1873 James was employed as a temporary Assistant Inspector of Schools.  He was then 37, and 
he became a private tutor and an itinerant teacher; jobs that he kept for the rest of his life.  An 1873 advertisement 
proclaimed that he was giving private tutoring from Willow-cottage, Robe Street, St Kilda for: students for 
matriculation, Civil Service, ordinary and teachers examinations.  There was a note in the advert.: Schools Visited.   

                                                      
1 Old Scottish Genealogy & Family History ‘Selkiek Parish 
Records 1835 – Male Heads of Family’ 
2 TROVE ‘The Register (Adelaide)’ 17/11/1917 p6(e)  
3 TROVE ‘Melbourne Daily News’ 24/9/1849 p2 & ‘The 
Advertiser (SA)’ 8/9/1913 p7 (h) 

4 TROVE ‘Adelaide Observer’ 9/8/1856 p4(h) 
5 TROVE ‘Adelaide Observer’ 28/12/1861 p7(c) 
6 TROVE ‘The Argus’23/4/1872 p8(d) 
7 TROVE ‘The Age’ 9/4/1866 p5(e) 
8 TROVE ‘Ovens & Murray Advertiser’ 21/1/1871 p2(c) 



 

HAWTHORN HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2021                                            Page 7 

JAMES CLEZY, MA (Melb.) – 1836-1917 – TEACHER, SHAKESPEAREAN SCHOLAR, TUTOR. Continued. 
 
The Evening Journal (SA) of 18759 had a report about the Melbourne University that noted: Rather a novelty in 
educational matters is about to be introduced in connection with the University. … an opportunity is to be afforded to 
candidates for the next matriculation examination of candidates preliminary to ascertain their chances of success and 
to better their chances also!  Mr L Warren Hall has engaged the hall of the Athenaeum, and secured the assistance of 
Mr James Clezy  and Mr Thomas Johnson M.A.s for the purpose of holding a test examination of candidates 
preliminary to the actual examination at the University.  Hall advertised the same trial examination the next year but 
without mention of Clezy or Johnson. 
 
By 1876 Clezy was advertising ‘University Tuitions‘ from his  residence in Pelham Street, Carlton.  Then in 1880 Clezy 
bought a brick villa in Gore Street, Fitzroy.  In December of that year, he married his cousin Margaret Macdonald 
Steele, at 12 Gore Street, the home of his twin sister Elizabeth Dare, the wife of the Revd. Joseph Dare.  The 
ceremony was conducted by the Revd. Charles Strong of Scots’ Church, Melbourne10.   They moved to Anatole in 
Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn11, near the north-west corner of Glenferrie and Riversdale Roads, in about 1885.  It was 
here that James Norman (1885) and Eleanor Hartley (1886) were born.  Alice Margaret , had been born in Fitzroy in 
1883, and died at Anatole in 1885 (the same year that James Norman was born).  Margaret and James suffered more 
sadness when James Norman died in 1894, aged 9. 
 
After the move to Hawthorn, James continued to advertise as a tutor, as the advertisement (below) in The Argus for 
9th January 1888, shows: 
 

 

 
Apart from giving private tuition, Clezy also was a visiting master at various local schools, including: Grace Park Ladies’ 
School; Stratherne (which his daughter Eleanor12 attended); and Tintern Ladies’ College.  In an advertisement for 
TIntern Ladies College in 1876 it was claimed that: Out of [the] number sent up for Matriculation and Honour 
examinations none failed; the Matriculation Class was conducted by James Clezy M.A. Shakespeare Scholar and 
Classical Scholar Melbourne University13. This was really to be expected because only those certain of success would 
have been permitted to sit the examinations. 
 
In 1880 Clezy was advertising private tuition for ladies and gentlemen for Matriculation and degrees, and for country 
residents, by correspondence.  He continued to advertise ‘private tuition’ and his name was included in the various 
girls’ schools’ advertisements almost until his death, which occurred at his Hawthorn home in November 1917.  His 
last advertisement appears to be that of 24th January 1916.14 
 

                                                      
9  TROVE ‘Evening Journal (SA)’ 3/7/1875p2(d) 
10 TROVE ‘The Age’ 15/12/1880p1 ‘Family Notices’ 
11 S&McD 1915: 350 Glenferrie Road, NW cnr Riversdale Road 
12 TROVE ‘The Australasian’ 7/1/1899 p59 5th Class Eleanor Clezy 2nd Excellence in Class Work 
13 TROVE ‘The Weekly Times (Melb)’ 7/5/1876p7(f) 
14 TROVE ‘The Argus’ 24/1/1916 p4(b) 
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JAMES CLEZY, MA (Melb.) – 1836-1917 – TEACHER, SHAKESPEAREAN SCHOLAR, TUTOR. Continued. 
 

When not tutoring or teaching, Clezy gave lectures to the Vegetarian Society and found time to play chess 
competitively.  Early in his career Clezy had been a noted Shakespearian scholar. 
 

Clezy’s death was widely reported in Victorian and South Australian newspapers. The Adelaide Observer ‘s obituary of 
November 191715 recorded that: Mr Clezy was during many years an eminent tutor for University examinations, and 
numerous men who afterwards attained distinctions in various spheres had the benefit of his teaching, and also of his 
friendship, for the master was an endearing personality. 
 

James Clezy is interred in Boroondara Cemetery, Kew with his daughter Alice and his wife Margaret who died in 1950, 
aged 103.  After James’ death, Margaret lived with her daughter Eleanor, who never married; firstly in Hawthorn and 
later in Blackburn. 
_______________________________ 

15 TROVE ‘The Observer (SA)’ 10/11/1917 p40(a) 
 

Photo attributions: image of James Clezy – myheritage.com; advertisement from The Argus 9-1-1888, Trove. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TRANSCRIBING OF OLD COUNCIL MINUTES. 
 

Boroondara Council have recently announced a new volunteer project to be provided by the Boroondara Library 
Service Local and Family History team; namely the transcribing of old Council minutes!   This project should be 
beneficial not only for the library, but also for the various Boroondara historical societies, including, of course, the 
Hawthorn Historical Society.  As many of us would realise, Council minutes can be a great historical resource. 
 

The project has been set up on a crowd sourcing platform, DigiVol, which is run by Australian Museum.  Anyone with 
a computer and the internet  can access the project and transcribe from home. 
 

Here’s what to do: 
 Visit the DigiVol website, https://digivol.ala.org.au/;  

 Sign in or register for an account; 

 Click the “Institutions” tab; 

 Search for “Boroondara” and select Boroondara Library Service; 

 Select one of the Expeditions that has not been 100% transcribed; 

 Be sure to view the Tutorial and have it opened in another tab for easy access; 

 Click the “Get Started” tab to begin. 
 

It is believed that many H.H.S. members will be keen to use this valuable asset! 
 

Once a project has been transcribed, it should be validated by a second set of eyes.  A validator will need to have a 
good attention to detail and be good at reading old handwriting; they should also be someone who wants to log on to 
the project fairly regularly.  Once you have had a go at transcribing and feel confident with the platform, please  
contact the H.H.S and advise us that you would like to be a validator.  The number of validators will be limited to two 
members per society, and H.H.S. validators will be selected by the Committee. 

 

 
 
A section from a very early 
Minutes Book of the Boroondara 
Roads Board. (The B.R.B. was 
created in 1856, and controlled 
Hawthorn until  1860 when the 
Hawthorn Roads Board was 
formed.  Of course, the H.R.B 
eventually evolved, through a few 
name changes, into the City of 
Hawthorn.)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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HAWTHORN STREETS YOU’VE PROBABLY NEVER HEARD OF – FIVE – HUNT’S ROAD & 
UNION ROAD.               Albert Isaacs 
 

This is the fifth in an occasional series of articles on streets, past and present, that you’ve probably never 

heard of.  This time we’re going right back to the 1850s and 1860s, but then bringing it up to the modern era. 
 

WARNING: This article contains a section with an adult theme! 
 

There are many Hawthorn streets that changed their names, or that had two names consecutively, particularly in the 
19th century.  There are even a few roads that had as many as three names; one of these is Victoria Road. 
 

During the reign of Queen Victoria, there were no fewer than four roads in Hawthorn named after the monarch or 
the Prince Consort, namely Victoria Road, Victoria Avenue (which was renamed Avenue Victoria in the 1950s), 
Victoria Grove, and Albert Street. 
 

Victoria Road was built on the boundary of two crown allotments as early as 18th May 1854.  It runs from Auburn 
Road to Burke Road.  On the Camberwell side of Burke Road, an extension of Victoria Road, was later built. 
 

The name, Victoria Road, appears to have been given to the street prior to 31st May 1861, at which time complaints 
about dangerous holes in the road were recorded in council records, referring to the street as Victoria Road.   
 

However, in the 1850s, the thoroughfare had been recorded in the Boroondara Roads Board proceedings as Union 
Road.  
 

By the 1860s, the street was known as  Hunt’s Road, after Frederick Hunt who owned crown allotment 93, at the 
Burke Road end of the area.  
 

Moving on to comparatively more recent times, some readers will recall that in the 1950s, there was a very rundown-
looking shop on the corner of Victoria Road and the pathway leading up to Auburn train station.  I certainly recollect 
it, and I also recall the faded and dirty posters advertising various lollies that were in its dusty windows.  I never saw 
any customers.  I was told not to go to the shop, but as a somewhat rebellious pre-teen, of course I did.  I was given a 
very dirty look by the old man behind the counter, and when I asked for some of the sweets that were advertised in 
the window, I was curtly told that they didn’t have any.  I soon discovered that it was actually a front for a male 
brothel!  
 

Despite this one aberration, the Hawthorn section of Victoria Road is renowned for its top-quality dwellings, although 
there are a few small terrace houses at the western end, also near the once-notorious southern entrance to Auburn 
train station, and opposite Victoria Road Reserve; the latter also being an important part of the Victoria Road scene. 
 

From 1938 to 1962, and from 1964 to the present day, there has been a scout hall at the front of this park.  On 29th 
April 1938 the former Alphington Presbyterian Church was moved to the Victoria Road Reserve where it became a 
scout hall, originally used by 9th Hawthorn Group until that Group closed in 1959.  However, between 1943 and 1946, 
11th Hawthorn Group also met there.  From 1959, the 5th Hawthorn Group used the hall.  Then, on Queen’s Birthday 
cracker night in June 1962, fire crackers were deliberately placed under the doors of the scout hall by young vandals 
playing in the park, and one of the crackers was responsible for burning down the hall.  The hall that is now on the site 
was built by the Hawthorn City Council to replace the burnt hall – it was first used by 5th Hawthorn in November 1964, 
but was not officially opened until March 1965.  Since 1988, when 5th Hawthorn closed, the hall has been used by 3rd 
Hawthorn, and then by the present tenants, 2nd/6th Hawthorn. 
 

Another landmark is the Auburn Hotel on the corner of Auburn Road.  This hotel, established in 1888, was known for 
some three decades as the Geebung Polo Club, after the Banjo Paterson poem of the same name.  Prior to this, for 
some time the hotel was also colloquially known as Teddy Rippon’s Pub, after the then-proprietor Edward Charles 
Rippon, an iconic Essendon and St. Kilda footballer.  For some time, Essendon player John Coleman (just as well 
respected) was Rippon’s manager at the Hotel. 
 

So, there we are; one road – three names over the years; and a very interesting history apart from that! 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 
Gwen McWilliam, HAWTHORN STREETS INDEX, Revised 2004, published by the Hawthorn Historical Society. 

(Copies are available from the Society at $20.) 
 Albert Isaacs, SCOUTING IN HAWTHORN: A HISTORY, 1909-1993, published 1993, by The Scout Association of 
  Australia, East Suburban Area, Hawthorn District, District Association.  
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RECENT RESEARCH ENQUIRIES. 
 

People have continued to ask questions about Hawthorn’s history, which have opened up some interesting 
fields of enquiry: 
 

 Janet was enquiring about the Elphin Grove property of William Pestell Sr. (1819–1883), now 

demolished for a block of flats.  His son, also William Pestell (1868–1950), lived in Hawthorn Grove and 

had interesting careers in both the railways and the military.  He was a prize winner for the design of 

Flinders Street Station and went on to work as an architect on the building of the station. 
  

 A correspondent asked about Lloyd Emerson Orton who was Mayor of Hawthorn in 1969-1970, but was 

probably better known for his architecture and sculpture.  He lived in Kooyongkoot Road, Hawthorn, for 

several decades.  His father was a teacher at Scotch College and Lloyd attended there.  His brother, 

Mervyn Noel Orton, a medical practitioner, also lived in Kooyongkoot Road.  
 

 We have been assisting the Boroondara 

landscape architects in understanding the 

Yarra Reserve at the end of Creswick Street 

().  Council is planning to erect interpretive 

signage in the area.  Council was also looking 

for assistance in naming a laneway running 

from Findon Crescent to Church Street at the 

rear of Barkers Road and Pine Street 

properties. 
  
 

 Errol is pursuing an interesting quest to find information about Stephen H. Cureton who briefly lived in 

Hawthorn.  He was born in 1845 at Smethwick, Shropshire, England.  His main Victorian connection is to 

the Mildura district where he was a founding member of the board of the Mildura Irrigation Co. Ltd., in 

1887.  While he was living in Austin Street, Hawthorn, he was working for Chaffey Bros.  He died in 1909 

and such were his fortunes that he lies in an unmarked paupers’ grave at Boroondara Cemetery, Kew. 
 

 We were contacted by a lady who attended Tay Creggan in the 1950s when it was run by the Sisters of 

the Holy Grail.  She has memories of a tunnel which went from the cellars down to the Yarra, and wishes 

to learn more. 
 

 Jenny was asking for photographs of Rogers Brothers cordial factory in Malmsbury Street, Hawthorn 

from 1917 to 1933.  From about 1865 to the 1990s, as well as the cordial factory, the premises were 

also used by an engineering works, a furniture factory, and a wholesale wine merchant.  The property 

was then redeveloped as town houses.  
 

 Sometimes questions can lead us down a rabbit hole; fascinating but not exactly in the right direction. 

Jim’s question about his home in Barker’s Road led us to an investigation of the Ditchburn family.  John 

Ditchburn Sr. struck gold on the Ballarat goldfields and was a founding member of the Ballarat Stock 

Exchange.  John Jr. lived in Hawthorn Grove, Hawthorn, and they had two properties in Barkers Road. 

 

 An H.H.S member is researching the life of Roma Bottomley, speech therapist, philanthropist, and 

former resident of Gibney Street, Hawthorn.  Hopefully, this will lead to an article in this Newsletter.  

However, a photo of Mrs. Bottomley is required. 
 

 Other queries about properties in Grove Road and Harcourt Street, Hawthorn, were also received 

recently. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SOME EARLY PHOTOS OF HAWTHORN.                                      
 

The number of photos of early Hawthorn which can be accessed online is quite large, and a number of these are from 
the Hawthorn Historical Society’s collection.  Many of these illustrations have appeared in past editions of this 
Newsletter.  Below, is another selection of illustrations. 
 

       
 

   
 

     
 

Captions: 
Top row: Hawthorn, 1863 (R. Jenny, State Library of Victoria.); Burwood, the home of Sir James Palmer (H.H.S.);  
Second row – two images from H.H.S. copy of the iconic 1906 movie Living Hawthorn by Johnson & Gibson: Auburn 
  Road in 1907; one of the first motor cars to run on Hawthorn’s streets, photographed outside the Town Hall; 
Bottom row: the Glenferrie Theatre, opened in 1912 and photographed before it became the Palais de Danse in 1927  

(City of Boroondara – Glenferrie Road historic walk); Hawthorn Bridge in 1908 (H.H.S.). 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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RECENT DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY’S COLLECTION.                                        
 

The Society is grateful for a number of recent donations including: 

 the Burrongaong family history donated by Patrick Donohue; 

 a 1966 Sands and MacDougal Victorian Directory donated by David Hill (see below – an illustration of the 
fascinating advertisements on the back page of the Directory); 

 several items from The Australian Natives’ Association, including this large framed Australian Natives 
Association Ex-President’s Certificate for Charles Braithwaite Esq. May-November 1915 (see below). 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

UPCOMING EVENTS.  
 

 

On page 1 of this Newsletter is a note regarding our 
planned events for the next few months.  However, 
unfortunately, this is all COVID permitting. 
 

At this stage we plan to make a group visit to the Old 
Treasury Building () to see their latest exhibition: 

YARRA: STORIES OF MELBOURNE’S RIVER 
For more information, including how to book, please 
go to the front cover. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Email: hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com           Website: http://hawthornhistoricalsociety.com.au  
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