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NEWSLETTER           NOVEMBER 2020 
 

Our A.G.M. will be held via Zoom on Sunday 15th November    (see page 2) 
 

IT’S NEARLY THAT TIME OF YEAR – HAPPY CHRISTMAS                  (Card from H.H.S. collection) 
u 

ii  
 

 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
Isn’t it interesting to see a locally-based postcard with a view of the Yarra at Kew and addressed to Glenferrie, and 
with a joyous Christmas message?  For more about the stamp on the card, see page 3.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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HAWTHORN HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

to be held on Sunday 15th November 2020, 2.00 pm  
VIA ZOOM, IN YOUR OWN HOME  

Please email the Society at hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com to obtain the Zoom link 
 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome and apologies 

2. Confirmation of Minutes of 2019 Annual General Meeting, 13th October 2019 

3. Annual Report 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

5. Election of Committee  

6. Forthcoming Events 

7. A short presentation on Hawthorn under COVID restrictions and how we’ve been handling it, will follow the 

meeting. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2020/2021 H.H.S. COMMITTEE, NOMINATION FORM. 
 

Nominations are called for the 2020/2021 Committee of the Hawthorn Historical Society.  
(For enquiries please ’phone Elizabeth Yewers, 9819 1218.)  
Completed nomination forms should be returned by Sunday 8th November, 2020 to:  
The Secretary, Hawthorn Historical Society, Box 8, Hawthorn Community precinct, 584 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn 
3122, or emailed to hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com 
 

I ......................................................................as a financial member of H.H.S. wish to nominate 

……………………………………………………….............................................................for the position of: 
President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Public Officer 
Committee Member 

 

Signed:  
(Proposer) ..................................................... 
 
(Seconder) ………………………………………………… 

 
 

Please consider nominating for the Committee.  We are sure you will find that participating with the many facets of 
Hawthorn’s history to be very engaging!  You will be joining a most welcoming group of enthusiasts. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL. 

 
Our membership year runs from 1st October when your subscription will fall due.  Current membership fees are:                                    
Family Membership: $35.00     Family (concession) $25.00      Single: $25.00    Single (concession) $20.00 
 

Direct Payment to our Bank account: 
By EFTPOS: BSB 033 050  Account: 146 383 
The Hawthorn Historical Society (Please include your surname so we can track your payment)   
   

Our mailing address     
Cheques can be mailed to:  The Treasurer, Hawthorn Historical Society Inc.    

584 Glenferrie Road Hawthorn 3122 
  

Queries: hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com , or contact our Treasurer, Pam Carter, on 0400 644 042. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT.                Ramona de Niese 
 

The year seems to have slipped by regardless of the restrictions that have been enforced upon us.  I do hope that you 
have all stayed well and safe. 
 

I would like to draw your attention to the change of date for the AGM.  It will be held on Sunday 15th November 2020 
at 2pm, via Zoom.  The formal notice of the meeting is on page 2.  The minutes of the AGM will be included in the 
February 2021 Newsletter.  
 

The committee is currently meeting via Zoom, and at its last meeting it was decided that we would not hold any 
meetings, research mornings, walks or talks, in person until February 2021.  We will, however, be running a research 
Zoom meeting once a month on a Tuesday, at 7.30 pm.  Our next session will be on Tuesday 27th October.  If this 
interests you, please email or phone us on hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com or 0451 830 136 and we will send 
you the link so that you can join us. 
 

I shall have more to say, in my annual report, about the Tuck Stand project, and also about other virtual presentations 
that we have prepared this year. 
 

In the meantime, please be careful during these unusual times! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

COLONIAL STAMPS AND THE COMMONWEATH OF AUSTRALIA. 
 

 

The 1d (one penny = 0.8¢) stamp on the card on page 
1 was first issued in 1891.  Through to 1912, nearly 
one billion were circulated! 
 

The Commonwealth of Australia was proclaimed on  
1st January 1901 (then generally accepted as the first 
day of the new century) but the Commonwealth 
Postmaster General’s Department didn’t come into 
existence and absorb the six colonial/state PMGs until 
1905, and the first Australian stamps, showing a 
kangaroo on a map of Australia, were not issued until 
as late as 1913. 
 

Between 1905 and 1913, the stamps of any 
colony/state could be used anywhere in the 
Commonwealth, and these stamps remained valid 
even after the Commonwealth started issuing its own 
stamps.  Theoretically, colonial/state stamps remained 
valid until as late as 1968, that is two years after 
decimal currency was introduced on 14th February 
1966.  For two years after this landmark date, both 
decimal or pre-decimal stamps could be used. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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BEFORE THERE WAS HAVELOCK ROAD, THERE WAS HAVELOCK ROAD.      Albert Isaacs. 
 

Most readers would know Havelock Road, East Hawthorn, which runs off Riversdale Road opposite the 
Camberwell Tram Depot.  You would certainly know Auburn Road, one of Hawthorn’s major north-south 
roads.  However, how many of you know that Havelock Road was also the original name of Auburn Road?  
Now, read on … 

 

Gwen McWilliam (*) tells us that the original Havelock 
Road was initially named after Major General Sir Henry 
Havelock, KCB (➔).  Wikipedia reveals that Havelock 
(1795–1857) was a British General who is particularly 
associated with India and his recapture of Cawnpore 
during the Indian Rebellion of 1857. 
 

The original Havelock Road connected Barkers Road to 
Gardiners Creek, and was in situ by at least 1850.  It 
was not long after this that Havelock Road was 
renamed Auburn Road after Auburn Lodge the home 
of Revd. Henry W. W. Liddiard, a Church of England 
minister, after whom Liddiard Street was named.  At 
the time, Liddiard owned an extensive amount of 
property in Hawthorn.  Auburn Lodge was built on 
what was probably the highest point on Liddiard’s land 
holdings; that is, in Hepburn Street near the corner of 
Oxley Road.  A plaque marks the site of Auburn  
Lodge (). 

 
 

 
 

 

Gwen McWilliam (*) also tells us that the present 
Havelock Road dates from 1882, and was part of the 
area originally known as Mornane’s Paddock, named 
after Patrick Mornane who began purchasing land in 
Hawthorn and Kew in 1853.  Within a few years 
Mornane had purchased some hundreds of acres of 
land in the region, even including the site of Xavier 
College. 
 

There are many historic homes in the extant Havelock 
Road.  However, one of the most important, Havelock 
House (), earlier known as Lucknow after one of 
Major-General Sir Henry Havelock’s major Indian 
campaigns, was sadly demolished in 2014. 

 

*  Gwen McWilliam, HAWTHORN STREETS INDEX, 
Revised 2004, published by Hawthorn Historical 
Society.  (Copies of this valuable resource are still 
available for purchase from the Society for $20) 
 

Acknowledgement is also given to the City of 
Boroondara Municipal-wide Heritage Gap Study. 
 

The image of Sir Henry Havelock is courtesy of 
Wikipedia.  The impression of the Auburn Lodge 
plaque is from the H.H.S. archives – this plaque was 
one of dozens placed on historical sites around the 
City of Hawthorn in 1985 as part of the celebrations 
for the 150th anniversary of Melbourne.  The photo of 
Havelock House comes from the realestate.com.au 
website. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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RECENT DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY’S COLLECTION.                                        
 

We sincerely thank the following individuals for their recent donations to the Society: 
 

• Dorothy Sutherland has allowed us to make digital copies of her extensive records and photos collected over 
her thirty years of involvement with the Wurundjeri Garden;  
 

• Sandra Torpey has also allowed us to copy family photos and memorabilia relating to four generations of her 
family residing in Hawthorn Grove and Kinkora Road; 
 

• New member, Irene Morley has kindly sent us two Auburn Central class photos; 
 

•  Elizabeth Love was able to purchase and then donate to the Society a Hawthorn 1910 Jubilee Medallion and a 
tiny WWII Hawthorn War Fund Patriotic League Badge (); 
 

    
 

• Elizabeth Love and John Torpey have donated a series of Hawthorn railway tickets, Hawthorn business cards, 
and Hawthorn restaurant matchbooks popular during the 1980s and 1990s (), which all contribute to our 
understanding of Hawthorn’s more recent history; 
 

• We were also delighted to receive from Susie Sutherland, an original subdivision brochure for the Urquhart 
Estate sale in 1920 ().   (Note that Swinburne Avenue was originally named Rainbow Road, the name change 
occurring in 1935, seven years after the death of George Swinburne.) 

  

 
 

All these items, no matter how small or seemingly insignificant, are a valuable addition to our collection and we urge 
you to consider the Society when reviewing your bookshelves, albums and family memorabilia, so that items related to 
Hawthorn can be preserved and valued into the future. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ERNEST CARTER: A SOLDIER, ATHLETE AND FOOTBALLER.           Pam Carter. 
 
My great uncle Ernest (Mick) Carter was born on 24th February 1889 in Richmond, Victoria.  He was the eleventh child 
of Isabella and Gilbert David Carter who ran a grocery shop in Hawthorn. 
 

He was the running champion for Richmond schools at the age of 12 and held the title for three years.  Because of 
this, he was barred from the next meeting.   
 

After school, he made his name as a footballer.  According to the Carlton Football Club history website:   
Carter made his VFL debut for the Tigers in Round 1, 1910 with a loss against South Melbourne at the Lake 

Oval, Albert Park, only to bid farewell to Punt Road after just that one appearance.  Six years later, he was playing for 
Balmain in the Victorian Metropolitan Football League when Carlton persuaded the 27 year old to have another tilt at 
the big time.  Carter turned out in navy blue for the first time in June 1916, playing alongside full-back Ernie Jamieson 
in the last line against Collingwood at Princes Park.  The Blues won by 12 points, in Carter’s only appearance for the 
season.  He did considerably better in 1917 however, lining up in 10 matches, and kicking three goals from limited 
chances.  He played as a follower in Carlton’s Semi-Final loss to Fitzroy, then promptly called it quits and departed for 
destinations unknown.  Three years later in 1920, Carter bobbed up again at Princes Park, pulled on guernsey number 
9, and resumed his career.  He played nine more games – including two finals – before retiring for good after Carlton 
lost the Preliminary Final to Collingwood. 
 
 

 

 
 
His great love was running, and at one stage he was 
considered the fastest sprinter in Australia.  He won 
the Echuca gift in 1910 (), the Stawell Gift in 1912 
and came fourth in the Stawell Gift in 1914.  He then 
went to England and participated in several races over 
there, including winning the 1913 Manchester race. 

 

He enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 4th October 1916 in Melbourne, and was initially stationed at 
Maribyrnong.  On the 9th November 1917 he was sent overseas and arrived in Southampton on 4th January 1918.  As a 

Gunner, he went to battlefields in France, including Rouelles, on 13th March 1918.
 

After the war ended, he was transferred to the AIF Headquarters (Sports Section) in London on the 1st January, 1919. 
In March 1919 he was promoted from Gunner to T/sergeant (ie Temporary Sergeant).  I was intrigued by this and 
initially wondered what it meant, and why he hadn’t been transported home. 
 

However, according to the Australian War Memorial Research Centre, the AIF had the enormous task of demobilising 
their troops and getting them home at the end of the end of the War.  They had to organise the shipping of 150,000 
men, as well as their wives and children, to Australia, a journey that took around two months.  According to official 
histories, Australian troops were demobbed according to their length of service, a kind of “first to come, first to go” 
approach, popular with the servicemen.  Family responsibilities and assured employment were also taken into 
consideration, and men who were in essential industries were given priority.  By September 1919, there were still 
10,000 Australian servicemen in England awaiting embarkation for home. 
 

Sports, recreational activities and competitions were a common occurrence throughout the War, more so in the later 
years, to keep up spirits and morale amongst the troops. 
 

The Inter-Allied Games were organised to strengthen the troops’ feelings of mutual respect between the allies, and to 
cement the comradeship which the experiences of war had already begun to nurture; as well as providing a 
constructive outlet to keep the troops occupied whilst awaiting embarkation for home. 
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ERNEST CARTER: A SOLDIER, ATHLETE AND FOOTBALLER. Continued. 
 

According to Philip Barker, writing on the website “Inside the Games”, in 2019 on the 100th anniversary of the  
Inter-Allied Games: An American, Elwood Stanley Brown, suggested “a great set of military Olympic Games”.  These 
became known as the Inter-allied Games and were held in 1919.  American commander General John Pershing sent 
out the official invitations which read: I have the honour to invite you to participate in the contests and express the 
earnest hope that many may do so and that the ties of the much cherished spirit of comradeship which have sprung up 
from the gallant joint efforts of our forces on the battle field may be even more closely cemented. 
 

 

Originally, 29 Allied nations were invited to 
compete in Paris.  Of these only eighteen armies 
participated in the games, namely: Australia (), 
Belgium, British Army of the Rhine, Canada, 
Czechoslovakia, France, Great Britain, Greece, 
Guatemala, Hedjaz, Italy, Newfoundland, New 
Zealand, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia and 
the United States. 
 

China did not send competitors but showed their 
support by donating gold and silver cups and a 
vase.  Brazil, Siam (Thailand) and Japan did not 
send athletes because of the distances involved 
but dispatched messages of encouragement.   
 

Those from the defeated nations of the Austro-
Hungarian empire and Germany were excluded. 

 
General William Birdwood, Commander of the Australian Imperial Forces told organisers: Every effort will be made to 
send the most representative athletes in the A.I.F. to compete at this classic gathering of warrior sportsmen.  Troops 
could volunteer for the games and their names were then forwarded to the Sports Control Board, for final selection. 
 

The games took place at the new Pershing Stadium near Paris.  Construction had only begun on 11th April 1919, and it 
was completed within 60 days; it seated 25,000 spectators.  Events such as swimming, equestrian, fencing, rugby, 
golf, tennis and shooting took place at various venues around Paris, including the Pershing Stadium. 
 

The Australian team had over 60 
competitors – mainly athletes, swimmers, 
boxers, rowers and tennis players.  My great 
uncle was part of the athletics team and 
participated in the 100-metre dash, 200- 
metre dash, 800-metre relay (4 men) and 
the relay medley (4 men).  The Australian 
Medley Relay Team ran second to the 
United States team.  The winning team 
included Ernest Carter (described as a 
sprinter from Kew) and Clifford Manley 
(runner over long distances, and a near-
neighbour of Carter’s, from Auburn).  In the 
4 x 200- metres relay, the Australians 
finished third behind the US and Canada.  
This Australian team was comprised of 
Ernest Carter, Leslie Hume, William Johnson 
and Harold Carroll.  In the overall medal tally 
Australia came fourth behind the US, France 
and New Zealand. 

 
 
 

 
 

 In this photo of the Australian Medley Relay Team, 
Ernest Carter is on the far left, and Clifford Manley 
from Auburn is second from the right. 
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ERNEST CARTER: A SOLDIER, ATHLETE AND FOOTBALLER. Continued. 
 

An unorthodox addition to the track and field events was the hand grenade throwing competition.  This non-point-
scoring event consisted of throwing for distance rather than accuracy.  The winning distance of 245 feet and 11 inches 
(74.95 m) was set by American military chaplain Fred Thompson, and was declared a new world record. 
 

Ernest Carter eventually returned home to Australia from Southampton on the NZ ship, SS Pakeha, on the 6th October 
1919. 
 

To put these 1919 Games into context, one should remember that from 1918 to 1920, the so-called Spanish influenza 
was raging in various parts of the world. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 
Much of the information in this article was kindly supplied by the Australian War Memorial Research Centre, 
Canberra.  This includes both of the photos on page 7.   
 

The photograph on page 6 is from The Weekly Times, 4th February 1911. 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
Author Pam Carter informs me that she is working on various other parts of her family history, including Ernest 
Carter’s service during World War II.  She also tells me that she is coming across many things of great interest!  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NEW MEMBERS.            
 

We are delighted to welcome the following new members who have joined the Society since the last list was 
published: Lisa Anderson & Ian Curry, Claire Evans, Kimberley Meagher, Kasey Siobhan Sandstrom. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

REQUEST FROM THE CARE LEAVERS AUSTRALASIA NETWORK.      

 

The Hawthorn Historical Society has recently received a letter from the Care Leavers Australasia Network (CLAN), 
requesting that you, our members and friends, consider donating artefacts that relate to the historic provision of 
care for children, to the Australian Orphanage Museum operated by CLAN, which recently relocated from Sydney to 
Geelong. 
 

Since it was established in 2000, CLAN has played a critical rôle in representing, advocating and supporting people 
raised in orphanages, children’s homes, missions and foster care in Australia and New Zealand.  The Australian 
Orphanage Museum for Care Leavers aims to provide visible documentation of the history and experiences of Care 
Leavers. 
 

The Australian Orphanage Museum is currently located at 62 McKillop Street, Geelong, but is soon to relocate to 351 
Riley Street, Geelong.  It has hundreds of items on display including memorabilia, personal diaries, photos, badges 
and plaques.  The museum provides a chance to understand a history that affected so many people but was hidden 
for so long.   
 

 
 

Many items at this Australian Orphanage Museum 
have been generously donated by CLAN’s members, 
and CLAN has also received objects and memorabilia 
from the Department of Health and Human Services, 
and from past providers of Australia’s orphanages 
and children’s homes. 
 

CLAN have expressed interest in further donations, and will welcome all items that you may wish to donate.  CLAN 
will publicly acknowledge all donations. 
 

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Beth Allen, Director Children and Families Policy, on 
– phone: 9096 6189, or email at beth.allen@dhhs.vic.gov.au. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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RECENT RESEARCH ENQUIRIES. 
 

During this period of shutdown, it seems that people have been exploring the streets of Hawthorn during their 
permitted periods of exercise, appreciating the beautiful buildings and wanting to find out more.  

 

We have been sent the following questions: 
 

 

▪ We had a query about Cambridge Street which is 

a pretty street and has interesting landscaping 

which makes it largely a pedestrian thoroughfare. 
 

▪ Someone was seeking information about the 

Avon Hospital which was at 15 Grandview Grove, 

and is now demolished. 
 

▪ 720 Glenferrie Road is the butcher’s shop near 

the corner of Park Street.  A questioner pondered 

the various trades which had operated from this 

location.  This turned out to be a fascinating 

question!  At this location there were mainly 

fruiterers and confectioners, but Mrs. Huntsman, 

milliner, was also there from 1924 to 1940.  

Here’s her advertisement from the Weekly Times, 

for 4th July 1925 (➔).  Very fetching!  (Note that 

the numbering in Glenferrie Road has changed 

twice. Until 1910 these premises were known as 

No.91 but then became No. 157, and later they 

became No.720.) 

  

 

▪ Another question came from someone trying to locate the shop where her maiden aunts, Ethel Maude and 

Louisa Cecily Dale ran a lolly shop from 1936 to 1948.  We found that it had been at 755 Glenferrie Road, next 

to the Chapel Bakery.  
 

▪ There was a query about the Hawthorn Tea Gardens which were on the current site of Leonda  ( ). 

 

   
 

(These images are courtesy of the H.H.S. archives and invaluable.com; the one at right being of a 

painting by Walter Withers [1854-1914] which was sold earlier in 2020 by Leonard Joel Auctions for 

$1,080.) 
▪  

▪ An architecture student is mapping architectural changes to the Glenferrie Road shopping precinct, 

and sought our assistance.  
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RECENT RESEARCH ENQUIRIES.  Continued. 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ A researcher was seeking photos of Alfred W. 

Harston who was a Justice of the Peace, 

Councillor in Hawthorn and Mayor (1871 – 

1872).  He was also the founder and owner of 

Harston & Co., a law stationery supplier.  The 

company operated for 149 years and was  
de-registered in 2005.  If anyone has a photo 

of Alfred Hartson, we’d love to hear from you. 
 

▪ The Grange (), now at 7A Homebush 

Crescent (or possibly 14 Langham Place), 

stands at the top of Burwood Road close to 

Burke Road.  Its neighbour, Homebush once 

stood on 3.6 hectares and was subdivided 

to make Homebush Crescent. Homebush 

has now gone; it was formerly known as 

Thornfield. 

 

▪ We also answered questions about: 
➢ the Glenferrie Road IGA store;  
➢ a group of houses in Rathmines Road near the primary school; 
➢ and much, much more … 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
 
The Hawthorn Historical Society AGM will be held on-line. To join the meeting, you will need a Zoom code.  Please 
email the Society at hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com and we will send you instructions.  If you have not tried 
this before we can talk you through the process. It is easy once you know how.  
 
The formal notice of meeting, including the agenda, appears on page 2. 
 
After the meeting, we are planning a short presentation on Hawthorn under COVID restrictions and how we’ve been 
handling it.  
 

Email: hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com           Website: http://hawthornhistoricalsociety.com.au  

Facebook: https://facebook.com/Hawthorn-Historical-Society          Phone: 0451 830 136 

(please note new phone number) 
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