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NEWSLETTER

MAY 2020

c
Under the present imposed restrictions, all Hawthorn Historical Society public meetings and events have had to be
cancelled. As circumstances change, we hope to go back to our planned program; if necessary with altered dates.
We will keep all members advised of what’s happening.
The HHS Committee wishes all members and friends the best of health under these extemely strange circumstances!
Illustration courtesy 3newsnow.com
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Ramona de Neise

2020 began for the Hawthorn Historical Society on Sunday 9th February, when we were privileged to be invited by
Diana Little to visit Tay Creggan ( ) in Yarra Street, Hawthorn. Tay Creggan is the Year 9 campus of Strathcona
Girls Grammar School, and Diana has been a staff member at the school for 40 years.
The ballroom was full to capacity with members and friends of the HHS, and we heard the interesting history of the
house and of many of its former inhabitants. Everyone enjoyed Diana’s presentation, which was followed by a tour of
the house, and a delicious afternoon tea of sandwiches and cakes.
In March, we were to have a history walk around Yarra Street to learn about some of the old houses. Sadly, due to
COVID 19 it was necessary to postpone this event for a later date.
It is currently uncertain when our next event will be held, due to the Government restrictions on gatherings of people.
Please keep an eye open for our mail chimps that will give notice of future events.
We can always be contacted by email, if you wish to have any historical queries answered. We also welcome
information that you may wish to share with us.
Please stay safe and let’s hope we meet again sooner rather than later.

Tay Creggan photos, clockwise: exterior, ballroom dome, ballroom stained glass, ballroom fireplace.
All photos Elizabeth Love.

NEW MEMBERS
We are delighted to welcome the following new members who have joined the Society since the last list was
published: Jeremy and Venetia Blackman, Geoff Southwell, Ken and Maxine Williams.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Albert Isaacs

Practically all of us would have travelled along Riversdale Road, Hawthorn, hundreds of times, but how many of us
have looked at the street names on the south side and realised that there are three consecutive streets whose names
all start in the same way: GLEN Street, GLENferrie Road and GLENroy Road.
Gwen McWilliam* makes it clear that there is no connection between these three streets. The author of this article
believes that when built, nobody actually realised that the three consecutive streets had similar names.
Courtesy of Gwen McWilliams book*, let us have a brief look at the history of the three streets:
GLEN STREET was named for William Glen, a music warehouseman, who acquired the site in 1873 and built the Glen
Estate, comprising of some 70 lots. William Glen had lived by the Yarra from 1866, and in 1874/5 built a grand house
on the present site of Scotch College.
The significant Melbourne Croquet Club (formerly the Glenferrie Hill Recreation Club) is at 37-41 Glen Street, and
dates from 1907.
GLENFERRIE ROAD. Many people believe that this
main road was originally spelt Glenferry Road, and that
it was named for William Glen who had operated a
ferry across Gardiners Creek from Hawthorn to
Malvern.
However, Gwen McWilliam shows* that the timing for
this is inconsistent. She claims that it was named after
Peter Ferrie who had a property on the Malvern side
of the Gardiners Creek.
Glenferrie Road was the first north-south road south
of the Creek, having been built in 1839 and following
nearby stock routes.
In Hawthorn, parts of this main road were at one time
named after Sir Henry Barkly, the second Governor of
Victoria 1856-1863.

Glenferrie Road, as taken from near LIddiard Street,
looking north towards Riversdale Road.
Illustration: Wikipedia.

GLENROY ROAD is believed to have been named after the fictional Glenroy which appears in Waverly, a novel by Sir
Walter Scott (1771-1832).
Glenroy Road was probably built prior to 1860 in CA 50, a portion of land purchased in the Government land sales of
December 1850. Glenroy Road ran between the properties of Dugald McDougal and Michael O’Grady. According to
Wikipedia, Michael O’Grady (1824-1876) held many important positions in Victoria. He became a member of the
Council of the Shire of Hawthorn in 1860 and was Mayor in 1870-1871. In 1861 he was also elected to Victoria’s
Legislative Assembly. In 1871 he was created a Knight of St. Gregory by Pope Pius IX.
An estate was built around Riversdale Road and Glenroy Road in 1879; known as Balmoral Hill, it consisted of 23 lots.
Long-standing members of the Hawthorn Historical Society will most likely remember the late Gwen Swinburne who
was a foundation member of the HHS. Gwen lived in Glenroy Road for much of her life. (She was the daughter of
George Swinburne after whom a certain Technical College and, later, University, was named.)
* Gwen McWilliam, HAWTHORN STREETS INDEX, Revised 2004, published by Hawthorn Historical Society.
(Copies of this valuable resource are still available for purchase from the Society for $20)
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Liz Tronson

As promised in our February 2020 Newsletter,
here is another selection of postcards. These
are in the Hawthorn Historical Society’s
collection, and were all donated to us by Liz
Tronson. All but one of these cards are in
colour and don’t appear to have been colourtinted. Colour photography was first used
commercially in the very early years of the
20th century, so these are extremely early
examples of this artform. (The numbers that
appear with the captions are the Society’s
collection numbers.)
CAPTIONS: Top right – the Town Hall Hawthorn (some
time between 1888 when the Town Hall was built, and
1911 when the clock was placed in the tower),
2017.10.12; Centre left – St James’ Park, 1910, 201710-3; Centre right – looking across the Yarra to
Hawthorn from Richmond Park (date unknown),
2017.10.5; Bottom left – Burwood Road Hawthorn
looking west, 1907, 2017.10.14; Bottom right – railway
bridge and River Yarra Hawthorn, 1906, 2017.10.10.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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John Torpey

This paper will look at the World War I careers of Godfrey and Harold Irving, sons of Professor Martin Irving of
Melbourne University, but to put their service in context Martin Irving’s activities in Melbourne as Professor of
Melbourne University, in education, sport and public service need to be summarised. We also look at the
history of Hawthorn Grammar School.

Martin Howy Irving
Martin Irving was born in London in February 1831 and
died in January 1912 in Surrey, England. He was
educated at Kings College School, London and Balliol
College, Oxford. Because he was a Presbyterian and
not an Anglican, he was unable to secure an academic
career at Oxford or Cambridge. His father, Edward, a
well-known preacher, was declared a heretic by the
Church of Scotland. Therefore, he founded the
Catholic Apostolic Church, of which his son Martin was
an enthusiastic member.
Martin married Caroline Bruyeres in 1853, and they had four sons and five daughters. After Caroline’s death in 1881,
he married Mary Mowat, in July 1882, and they had one son and three daughters.
In November 1855 Martin was appointed professor of Classical and Comparative Philology and Logic at Melbourne
University, a position he took up the following year, and held until 1871. From 1875 to 1900 he was a Councillor of
the University; and from 1887 to 1889 Vice-Chancellor. An offer of higher wages saw him become secular
Headmaster of Wesley College in 1871. In 1875 he purchased Hawthorn Grammar School and made it, perhaps, the
leading private school in Victoria. As was the case during his tenure at Wesley College, Hawthorn Grammar was
highly regarded for the achievements of its students.
A keen sportsman, Martin founded the Melbourne University Boat Club in 1859 and was its President for 31 years.
Two of his sons, Harold & Godfrey, were also successful rowers at Melbourne University. Martin also founded the
Melbourne Regatta in 1860. Therefore, it should come as no surprise that Hawthorn Grammar School also had a
successful rowing club.
He was also involved in military matters. He joined the Victorian Volunteer Rifle Corps in 1862. He was later
Lieutenant Colonel of the 1st Battalion, Victorian Militia, from 1884 to 1893.
Martin was appointed Permanent Head of the Victorian Department of Education in 1872. He was Commissioner of
the Public Service Board from 1884, which caused him to relinquish the rôle of Principal at Hawthorn Grammar
School. His son Edward then took up that position. In 1893 Martin accepted a pension, and in 1901 left for England.
He died at Albury, Surrey, in January 1912.
HAWTHORN GRAMMAR SCHOOL
According to a letter to The Age in November 1928,
the Hawthorn Grammar School was started by John
Postle in 1863, with five boys – 2 named Burns, 2
Hentys and A. L. Carlile; the school was housed in a
small wooden building. By 1874 John Meeson was
headmaster; then Professor Martin Irving bought the
school in 1875. The school gained an enviable
reputation for excellence under his guidance. It had
capacity for 200 boys of whom 52 were boarders.
Many former students went on to make significant
contributions to society: Sir Stanley Argyle was a
doctor, and Mayor of Kew,1903-5, then Premier of
Victoria, 1932-5, and during World War I, he was a
soldier stationed at the 1st Australian General Hospital,
Cairo and Lemnos; Francis Morton, doctor at the Royal

State Library of Victoria Accession No: H92.389/16
Image No: b27191
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Women’s Hospital; Sir Richard Stawell, also a doctor;
Kenneth Henderson, Headmaster at Trinity Grammar
School; John Nicholson, an Essendon footballer and an
oarsman; Hugh Trumble, a lawyer and a noted Class
cricketer; Captain David Doyle and his brother Mark;
and, of course, Martin Irving’s sons Harold and
Godfrey. A former teacher at the school, Dr George
Crowther, went on to found Brighton Grammar
School, in 1881.
According to M.&M.B.W. maps, the school was located
on the west side of Power Street, south of Grove Road,
Hawthorn; with the Headmaster’s house at 52 Grove
Road, as shown in this 1902 map [courtesy of the State
Library of Victoria] (➔). The site is marked by a brass
plaque in the footpath.
In 1888, Prof. Martin Irving’s daughter, Lilian, along with a Miss Bromby, daughter of the Headmaster of Melbourne
Grammar School, and a Mrs Gubbins, took over Ruyton Girl’s School, in Selbourne Avenue, Kew, from the founder,
Miss Anderson. Around 1915, two of Martin’s daughters, Lillian and Margaret, ran Lauriston Girl’s School, Armadale;
a school that had been founded in 1901.
Upon Prof. Irving’s appointment as a Commissioner of the Public Service Board in 1884, his son Edward took over
Hawthorn Grammar School. Pupil numbers had doubled in Martin’s first year and the school expanded to be one of
the biggest in the colony. An advertisement in The Argus in January 1896 names Douglas Howard MA as principal¹. In
1898, John Ulbrich was the Headmaster, a position he held until 1908. Table Talk² of February 1908 in a summary
called “School and College”, records that: Mr. J.C.F. Ulbrich after a ten-year term spent re-establishing the old
Hawthorn Grammar School has relinquished that very difficult undertaking and accepted a position on the staff of
Wesley College. Subsequently, in January 1909, Ulbrich became Headmaster at the Hamilton and Western District
College. The Age³ of January 1908 contains a notice of an auction by Batten and Percy to be held at Hawthorn
Grammar School, Power Street, Hawthorn at 3 pm; presumably of the contents. The land and buildings of the old
school were sold in April 1909.
WORLD WAR 1 AND THE IRVINGS
Two of Professor Martin’s sons, Godfrey and Harold, served in World War I.
Godfrey George Howy Irving.

ANZAC Day Kew [from a 1934 film],
(source: Norman J Marshall)

Godfrey joined the 2nd Battalion Victorian Rifles as a
Private in 1885, aged 18. Next year he was employed
by McCulloch, Sellar and Co. merchants, but continued
in the militia on a part-time basis. In 1887 he gained a
commission as Lieutenant with 2nd Battalion VMR. On
his appointment as Battalion Adjutant (Captain) he
joined the permanent forces. Godfrey continued to be
promoted: Major, 1900, Victorian Rangers; Lieutenant
Colonel, 1902. In May of that year, as Commanding
Officer 6th Battalion, Australian Commonwealth Horse,
he left for South Africa and the Boer War. He arrived
just in time to witness the cessation of hostilities, and
therefore returned to Australia. In 1909, Godfrey was
made Commandant of Western Australia (Lt. Col.); and
in 1915, Commandant of South Australia (Colonel). At
the start of WWI, aged 48, he was appointed Chief of
General Staff. The Minister of Defence, George
Pearce, lacking confidence in Col. V. Sellheim, the Base
Commander in Egypt, appointed Godfrey as General
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Officer Commanding Australian Troops in Egypt, with the rank of Brigadier General; he was 48. Major General McKay
relieved him as Commander of the 5th Division, and Irving returned to Australia in June 1916. In February 1917, he
became Commandant of 1st Military District, Queensland. After other postings in Australia, he was made Major
General on his retirement in 1925.
In 1896, he married Ada Derham, the daughter of Frederick Derham, of a well-known Kew family, and the Managing
Director of Swallow and Ariell, Australia’s first commercial biscuit manufactory, situated in Port Melbourne. Godfrey
was an imposing figure; 198 cm tall, with blue eyes and red hair; and he was also a keen sportsman. Ada and Godfrey
had one son and two daughters. Their son, Ronald, was a graduate of the Royal Military College, and served in WWII,
retiring with the rank of Brigadier General. Sybil was the founder and Commandant of the Australian Women’s Army
Service, from 1941 to 1947. One of their daughters, Freda, was a well-known Melbourne journalist.
Harold Alfred Cardale Irving.
Harold was a medical doctor, aged 45 when he enlisted in May 1915. He was married to Grace Ann and they lived in
Springvale. Harold was posted to the 8th Field Ambulance as Captain and left for overseas service in November 1915.
He returned to Australia in April 1919 as a Major, and was discharged from active service in February 1920. His
service record contains the following: Brought to the notice of Secretary of State for War for valuable services
rendered in connection with the War.
Both Harold and Godfrey are buried in the Boroondara Cemetery, Kew, along with other members of their family.
Godfrey’s name appears on the Kew War Memorial at the corner of High Street and Cotham Road. Godfrey was a
member of the Kew RSL Sub-branch and served as its President in 1936. He features prominently in the 1934 film of
the ANZAC Day march in Kew. Harold appears on the Kew Presbyterian Church’s Honour Roll.
REFERENCES
Australian Dictionary of Biography
adb.anu.edu.au/biography
Australian War Memorial
awm.gov.au
National Archives of Australia
naa.gov.au
National Library of Australia’s TROVE
trove.nla.gov.au
State Library of Victoria
slv.vic.gov.au
Boroondara Cemetery Kew
kewcemetery.com.au
John Lang, The Victorian Oarsman, 1919 [Hawthorn Library Local History archives]
Geoffrey Blainey, The University of Melbourne, 1957
W.D. Vaughan, Kew’s Civic Century, 1960
Sands & McDougall Directories (Royal Historical Society of Victoria)
TROVE ‘The Argus’ 29/1/1896 p3
² TROVE ‘Table Talk’ 13/2/1908 ‘School and College’ p16
³ TROVE ‘The Argus’ 29/1/1896 p3
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Our membership year concluded on 30th September 2019; those who have not yet re-joined are invited to do so.
Current membership fees are:
Family Membership: $35.00 Family (concession) $25.00 Single: $25.00 Single (concession) $20.00
Direct Payment to our Bank account:
By EFTPOS: BSB 033 050
Account: 146 383
The Hawthorn Historical Society (Please include your surname so that we can track your payment)
Our mailing address
Cheques can be mailed to:

The Treasurer, Hawthorn Historical Society Inc.
584 Glenferrie Road Hawthorn 3122.

Queries: hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com , or contact our Treasurer, Pam Carter, on 0400 644 042
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Elizabeth Yewers

Picture yourself on the north east corner of the Glenferrie Road/Burwood Road intersection. Perhaps you are
deciding whether to have a Halal Snack Pack, an Indian curry, or another delicacy from a variety of nations. Are you
wondering what this area looked like at the beginning of European settlement, and what traders may have been here
before?
Thomas Edward Serpell described in his journal his arrival in Hawthorn in March 1851, to a property purchased by his
father and uncle.1: The land is pleasantly situated and has a splendid frontage to the Government road. The ground
lies high and dry, slopes prettily to the valley below. There are some enormous red gum trees on the land, and a great
many shrub-like trees, known as the gum wattle. In a later reminiscence he adds: The younger members of my family
fairly revelled in the land-clearing, and in the making of huge bonfires, which lighted up the peaceful forest. The life
was somewhat rough, but it was as fascinating and romantic as it was new. There was something exhilarating in the
whole thing, and it made the youthful pulse bound with health and vigour…these were among the happiest days of our
life. The locality was one of the beauty spots of the district. The bullock drivers and others, with their teams, were
accustomed to camp among the trees opposite the present Town Hall … It was a charming place when the wattles
were in full bloom, and the air filled with their fragrance … some fourteen or fifteen of the toughest and most ancient
monarchs of the woods were by this time lying prostate, and would no longer afford shelter to the possums and merry
laughing jacks. Those immense trees were either sawn into lengths, or the trunks covered up with light wood and
virgin sod, and burned into charcoal. At this stage the land was covered with fallen trees, leaves and branches. There
was ample employment for all, and no one seemed inclined to a life of idleness.

A page 1, advertisement in the 3rd November 1871 South Bourke Standard (Vic.: 1861 - 1873).
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The area bounded by Glenferrie Place, Glenferrie Road and Burwood Road, formed part of Crown Allotment 66
purchased by Rev Henry William Wilkinson Liddiard at the Government land sales of December 1850, along with CA 67
& CA 65. CA 66 ran from Glenferrie Road to Auburn Road, to the north of the Government road (Burwood Road) to
approximately Wakefield Street. Liddiard paid £791-15-6 ($1,585.55) for about 113 acres in total.2 In 1851, Liddiard
subdivided CA 66 & 67 and began selling off lots as the “Village of Upper Hawthorn”.
Members of the Serpell family held portions of CA 66, and the shops in Burwood and Glenferrie Roads until 2000; so,
for about 150 years. In 1869 Thomas Edward Serpell opened his ironmonger’s store on the corner site.3 William
Morrison would take this over in 1885. Morrison died in 1949 but his ironmongery, china and glass warehouse
business continued to trade until 1962 when Oscar Prouse (Long’s) Antique Auctions took over the premises. They
traded there for another 20 years at least.
Thomas Serpell was also Registrar for Births Deaths and Marriages in Hawthorn.
The Serpells eventually moved to Doncaster where they were orchardists, although they retained the Hawthorn land.
Serpells Lane which runs off Burwood Road to the car park by Glenferrie Station, maintains the connection to the
family.
Close to the Town Hall and Post Office, the Serpell property was clearly a hot spot for traders who generally maintained their businesses in the one store for a number of years. Of the other shops along Burwood Road, numbers
351-357 were built in 1885-1886. Number 351 was a Commercial Bank of Australia until 1892 when the bank moved
to the more prestigious building on the south-west corner of the Burwood Road/Glenferrie Road intersection. That
building still stands. Drapers and milliners followed, including William H. Slattery, “hatter & hosier”.
Number 353 was home to men’s hairdressers for many years, Albert Cohen and Ernest Prince being long-time
tenants. Mrs Prince ran a confectionary business beside her husband’s shop. Mr Tyson’s boot warehouse was next
door for over fifteen years, followed by Mr Bunning’s cycle manufacturing business for about eight years, and
upholsterer Joseph Perriman’s family furniture business. Joseph Perriman started trading in Hawthorn in 1901,
further west along Burwood Road, as well as in Glenferrie Road, and he was at this site from 1912. Number 357 had
various uses until 1924 when Le Pine & Son operated a funeral parlour there.
Appropriately, number 359 still has a sculptured book in the parapet of the building; it was a bookseller’s for at least
the first 60 years of its existence, first with John Hartley (although the freehold was owned by Arthur Dempster), and
for many years later Arthur Dempster himself, who also took over the property next door and combined the two
stores. His wife traded in fancy-goods there.
R.W.E. Hooke & Son (Robert William England Hooke 1854 – 1924) real estate agency, was at 363 Burwood Road from
at least 1884 and well into the 1940s. He was a Hawthorn Councillor and was Mayor 1892-1893.
The imposing building next door was The Melbourne Savings Bank. In 1915 it became the United Friendly Society’s
Dispensary.
Number 367 Burwood Road, a ten-room brick residence, was for many years Miss (or Mrs) Sybella Hobbs’ Ladies’
School.3 It was a private residence, a doctor’s, a dentist’s and a guest house at various times. Miss Hobbs ran the
school, assisted by Fanny Perrin. It is likely that it had connections to the Baptist Church.
Development along Glenferrie Road was later than along Burwood Road. Richard Serpell, brother of Thomas, rented
out the small one room shops running along the Glenferrie Road side of 347 Burwood Road, and there were similar
small premises near the railway station, including a newsagent and a men’s hairdresser. 1915 to 1917 saw the
demolition of three villa residences including Allendale on the north corner of Glenferrie Place and the erection of
several brick shops with five or six rooms.
The land from the railway line to this property on the corner of what would become Glenferrie Lane, was held by Mr
Johns, or his estate, or his widow, until 1915. The Net Annual Value, recorded in the rates records, jumped from £78
($156) to £110 ($220) during the 1880’s land boom. There was a house on this site prior to this. Whether the
property had a large extension or was demolished and another built, it is impossible to tell from the rate records.
Johns was not resident in Glenferrie Road from about 1891 when he built a 14-room brick residence, Murtee, in
Berkeley Street, Hawthorn. The firm Johns & Waygood which he established in 1892 was eventually taken over by
Boral industries.
1

Quoted on page 39 of Gwen McWilliam, Hawthorn Peppercorns, 1978, pub: Brian Atkins.
Registers of Port Phillip District Land Purchases dated 10th December 1850.
3
Sybella Game Hobbs (1824 – 1905)
2
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A RECENT DONATION TO THE SOCIETY’S COLLECTION.
We thank Olive Bethell and the family of the late Ken Bethell for the donation of three items from Rotha, the family
home in Harcourt Street, East Hawthorn. One of the items was these little papier-mâché shoes (), intricately made
and decorated. They are lined with silk and could have contained pot-pourri. They may have originally been a
promotional gift.

Email: hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
Website: http://hawthornhistoricalsociety.com.au
Facebook: https://facebook.com/Hawthorn-Historical-Society
Phone: 9819 1218

Thanks go to the office of John Kennedy M.P. for printing hard copies of this Newsletter.

