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NEWSLETTER                 AUGUST 2020 
 
 
 

A Hawthorn Historical Society talk, now available online for downloading: 
HAWTHORN GROCERS.                 Elizabeth Yewers. 
 

Although we’re unable to conduct normal meetings at this time, we are still able to make presentations that tell you more about 
Hawthorn’s colourful history.  Go to: 

https://vimeo.com/424643742 
 

and you’ll be able to see a presentation about Hawthorn Grocers by Elizabeth Yewers, who is interviewed on the 
subject by Elizabeth Love. 
 

      
 

 
 

Captions: Top Left – Isaac Macmillan Sr and his sons 
Isaac Jr and Fred traded in Burwood Road close to 
Murphy’s Grain Store from 1888 to 1918 (Image 
courtesy Geoff George); 
 

Top Centre – William McKenzie’s No 1 store was in 
Burwood Road close to William Street, now part of 
Swinburne University with the façade retained.  
William McKenzie and his sons George and Alexander 
had four stores in Hawthorn and another in Edgevale 
Road, Kew, trading from 1899 to 1953 (Image courtesy 
Peter Smyth); 

 

Top Right – Hawthorn and Camberwell Citizen, January 2, 1914, Advertising, page 3.  James Abbott traded at No 1 
William Street from 1912 to 1916.  
 

Bottom: No 1 William Street –There has been trading on this site from 1855 and up to the present day.  At one stage, 
George Beeston advertised that his Blackball Store had: ‘Fresh Ground Coffee every day from 7 am’. (Hawthorn 
Historical Society image). 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT.                Ramona de Niese 

 

To our members and to friends of Hawthorn Historical Society: we on the committee hope that you are keeping safe 
and have support during this very challenging time. 
 

We were hoping to have our first meeting in August but it looks like we will have to put all live presentations on hold 
until further notice. 
 

  

 

Please visit https://vimeo.com/424643742 
to view the excellent presentation by 
Libby Love and Elizabeth Yewers on 
Hawthorn Grocers.   An illustrated extract 
from the talk appears at left ( - 
Hermann Magnus stands proudly with his 
wife Florence, assistant Charlie and 
children Marjorie and Joyce.  They are in 
front of their entry for the British Empire 
Shopping Week Window-Dressing 
Competition, circa 1924.  The Magnus 
store was in Glenferrie Road, and is now 
the Debonaire drycleaners.  Image 
courtesy Peter Smyth.) 
  
 
 
 

 
I am sure you are enjoying reading our Newsletter which is prepared and edited under the watchful eye of 
Albert Isaacs. 
 
We wish to give notice of our AGM which will be held on Sunday 18th October at 2.00 pm.  Fingers crossed that we 
will be able to hold it at the Hawthorn Community Precinct, 584 Glenferrie Road, as usual, but if the COVID 
restrictions have not lifted by then it will be run on Zoom.  Notification will be emailed to you when we know.  Please 
keep an eye open on your emails for our mailchimp that will give any updates. 
 
We can always be contacted by email if you wish to have any historical queries answered.  We also welcome photos, 
documents or any information you may wish to share with us: 
hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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HAWTHORN HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

to be held on Sunday 18th October 2020, 2.00 pm,  
either at the Hawthorn Community Precinct, 584 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn, 3122 

OR VIA ZOOM, IN YOUR OWN HOME  
you will be advised by email of the venue. 

 
AGENDA 

1. Welcome and apologies 

2. Confirmation of Minutes of 2019 Annual General Meeting, 13th October 2019 

3. Annual Report 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

5. Election of Committee  

6. Forthcoming Events  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2020/2021 H.H.S. COMMITTEE, NOMINATION FORM. 
 

Nominations are called for the 2020/2021 Committee of Hawthorn Historical Society.  
(For enquiries please ’phone Elizabeth Yewers, 9819 1218.)  
Completed nomination forms should be returned by Sunday 11th October, 2020 to:  
The Secretary, Hawthorn Historical Society, Box 8, Hawthorn Community precinct, 584 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn 
3122, or emailed to hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com 
 
I ......................................................................as a financial member of H.H.S. wish to nominate 

……………………………………………………….............................................................for the position of: 
President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Public Officer 
Committee Member 

 

Signed:  
(Proposer) ..................................................... 
 
(Seconder) ………………………………………………… 

 
Please consider nominating for the Committee.  We are sure you will find that participating with the many facets of 
Hawthorn’s history to be very engaging!  You will be joining a most welcoming group of enthusiasts. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL.

Our membership year runs from 1st October when your subscription will fall due.  Current membership fees are:                                    
Family Membership: $35.00     Family (concession) $25.00      Single: $25.00    Single (concession) $20.00 
 

Direct Payment to our Bank account: 
By EFTPOS: BSB 033 050  Account: 146 383 
The Hawthorn Historical Society (Please include your surname so we can track your payment)   
   

Our mailing address     
Cheques can be mailed to:  The Treasurer, Hawthorn Historical Society Inc.    

584 Glenferrie Road Hawthorn 3122 
  

Queries: hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com , or contact our Treasurer, Pam Carter, on 0400 644 04 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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BALLOCH’S BAKERY.                                Albert Isaacs. 
 

In general terms, the main ways for the retail sales of bread in Australia (including in Hawthorn) has changed over the 
years but commonly falls into three chronological areas: 
 

1. For many decades, there were bakeries, such as Balloch and Sons at 157 Auburn Road, East Hawthorn, which 
mainly supplied bread to their local area.  Each district had its own bakery.  As well as supplying from a shop 
next door to the actual bakery, Balloch’s (like other bakeries) mainly delivered door-to-door via their bread 
trucks, originally horse-drawn but later motorised. 
 

2. As supermarkets started to evolve and grow in the 1950s and 60s, they became the main place for the 
purchase of one’s loaf of bread. 

 

3. In the last few decades, many people have searched for better quality bread than that supplied by 
supermarkets, which has led to the re-establishment of numerous local bakeries.  Many of these new 
bakeries are owned by Vietnamese immigrants whose bread is seen as being top quality.  (During the Indo-
Chinese colonial era, the French showed the Vietnamese how to bake bread, but many people believe that 
they now bake better bread than their French teachers.)  

 

Jonathan Balloch purchased the Midlothian Bakery in Burwood Road, Auburn, in 1890 (probably in May), and in 1891 
he moved the business around the corner to 121 (later renumbered 157) Auburn Road, East Hawthorn.  Midlothian is 
a Scottish county area, and Balloch continued to use the Midlothian name for some years, but the firm later became 
‘J. Balloch & Sons Pty Ltd’.  Balloch had been a baker prior to this, having had a bakery in Sydney Road, Brunswick, as 
early as 1874.  He died in 1936 at the age of 96, but the family carried on the Auburn business until October 1967. 
 

The 1894 photo (below , courtesy of Colles & Dew, History of Hawthorn and Book of Reference) shows what their 
Auburn Road premises originally looked like.  In 1934, builders Swanson Brothers constructed a façade to the original 
building.  Although Balloch’s closed in 1967, their 1934 building still exists, as this recent photo shows (below, , 
courtesy of City of Boroondara). 
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BALLOCH’S BAKERY. Continued. 
 

The photo (bottom left, page 3, courtesy Trove) is from the Box Hill Reporter of 22nd May, 1891, and advertises the 
move from Burwood Road to Auburn Road.  The next photo (bottom right page 3, courtesy newspapers.com) is an 
advertisement for bread van drivers for Balloch’s and three other bakers, and is from The Age for 5th January 1967, 
and would presumably be for motor vans.  This advertisement appeared just nine months before Balloch’s closed its 
doors for the last time. 
 

Unfortunately, I’m unable to find the date that Balloch’s became part of the Baker Boy chain.  Any information 
regarding this would be appreciated!  Please send any information that you may have to the Society, c/o one of the 
addresses on page 1. 
 

Let’s talk some more about van deliveries.  When I was growing up in the late 1940s and the 1950s, Balloch’s horse-
drawn vans passed the author’s house every weekday.  They were similar to the ones in the 1894 photo (page 3), and 
they operated in a manner akin to milk and ice deliveries which were also supplied from horse-drawn vehicles.  The 
ice van was certainly the favourite amongst youngsters like me.  We used to follow the van and pick up the small 
pieces of ice that fell onto the dirty roadway when the ice-man cut the ice for his next ice-chest or Coolgardie-safe 
owning client.  (We certainly didn’t worry when the ice chips fell into horse dung.  There was no Covid-19 in those 
days!) 
 

In the post-WWII era, Balloch’s vans showed the company’s motto, Best by test.   It is believed that this refers to a 
competition that was held well before the War. 
 

The recent photo, (bottom left , courtesy of Weston Langford, 

https://www.westonlangford.com/images/photo/400436/) shows a preserved Baker Boy horse-drawn van.  Who 
knows; this cart could well have been a former Balloch’s cart. 
 

Another recent photo (bottom right , courtesy City of Boroondara) shows the building at 3 Russell’s Place that was 
formerly the stables for Balloch’s horses.  Russell’s Place runs alongside Balloch’s former premises in Auburn Road, 
and the stables were immediately behind the bakery. 
 

Some readers will be familiar with the iconic history of Hawthorn by C.G.A. Colles and M. Dew, History of Hawthorn 
and Book of Reference, published by Citizen Printing Works, Hawthorn, in May 1910, to commemorate Hawthorn’s 50 
years as a separate municipality.  The 1894 photo (page 3) is included in the book as a paid advertisement.  Chapter XI 
of Colles & Dew entitled ‘Hawthorn of To-day (sic)’ takes the form of a conducted tour around the municipality, and 
includes further mention of most of the book’s advertisers.  The book does look at buildings near the corner of 
Auburn and Burwood Roads but, strangely, no mention is made here to Balloch’s.  
 

   
 

Acknowledgments: 
City of Boroondara website – City of Boroondara – Hawthorn East Heritage Gap Study; 
C.G.A. Colles and M. Dew, History of Hawthorn and Book of Reference; 
Facebook: Melbourne Ghost Signs – Ghost Signs of Auburn: Part Two 
newspapers.com. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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RECENT RESEARCH ENQUIRIES. 
 

There have been a number of interesting research inquiries since the last list was published, namely: 
 

• The friends of the Auburn Tower wrote seeking collaboration of some of their research into the tower at the 
Auburn Uniting Church (formerly the Auburn Methodist Church) (); 
 

                                  
 

• Lorraine was supplied with information about Nottinghall, on the corner of Auburn Road and Auburn Grove 
and which has been converted into flats (); 
 

• Carol wished to know more about our early Council regulations regarding curb heights; 
 

• We were able to assist Gary Liddiard from Utah, U.S.A., who wished to know about the origins of Liddiard 
Street, Hawthorn; 
 

• Pamela wished to know more about the connections between the Carter Brothers and Murphy Brothers.  This 
has led to some intriguing research; 
 

• Marina, the new owner of Grasmere at 29 Hill Street, has now been given the required information regarding 
the history of her house; 
 

• Michael is seeking information about the Brickmakers Arms Hotel which used to be in Barton Street, and 
which may have a connection to his great-great-grandparents (his great-great-grandfather’s name was 
William Reid).  Research into the hotel is ongoing; 
 

• Emma is seeking a photograph(s) of William George Woodcroft (1900-1941) who is believed to have lived in 
Hawthorn from 1937 to 1940.  Anyone who can help should contact the Society.  A photograph of William’s 
wife, Irene Mary née Veach would also be appreciated. 

 

Photos are courtesy of the Heritage Council Victoria, and realestateview.com.au. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OPEN HOUSE MELBOURNE, 2020. 
 

On account of COVID-19, we are sorry we weren’t able to conduct guided tours of the Hawthorn Arts Centre for the 
Open House Melbourne Weekend as usual this year.  As an alternative, Elizabeth Love and Elizabeth Yewers 
presented a webinar with Bridget Flood, City of Boroondara Cultural Development Officer.  It was presented live via 
Zoom.  
 

If you missed it, you can watch it on the Open House Melbourne website: 

https://www.openhousemelbourne.org/open-house-melbourne-2020/  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEW MEMBERS.            
 

We are delighted to welcome the following new member who has joined the Society since the last list was published: 
Irene Morley. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.openhousemelbourne.org/open-house-melbourne-2020/


 

HAWTHORN HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2020                                                  Page 7 
 

RECENT DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY’S COLLECTION.                                        
 

It would appear that the lockdown has provided the opportunity for a number of us to work through our cupboards 
and bookcases and to have found interesting material.  We are indeed grateful for the following donations to our 
collection.  
 

✓ David Wakeham has donated a copy of his thesis, An Examination of Changes in Residential Character in 
South-west Hawthorn; 
 

✓ Jeanette Allman, whose grandfather was a gardener at Invergowrie, has donated photographs and a memoir; 
 

✓ David Hill has contributed a number of reference books relating to Hawthorn, and schools and churches in 
Boroondara; 
 

✓ An Auburn-Melbourne weekly train ticket, and a business card from Ted Rippon’s Auburn Hotel were offered 
by H.H.S. member John Torpey; 

 

✓ Vol 1. Melbourne and it’s Metropolis by Alexander Sutherland, first edition 1888, was given to us by Cheryl 
Poustie; it’s from her mother’s estate (); 
 

      
 

✓ The property illustrator, Marg Picken, has generously donated, a wonderful collection of over 1,000 beautiful 
ink sketches of houses in Hawthorn and East Hawthorn, offered for sale during the years 1985-2005().  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

EDWIN HARRISON, CHAUFFEUR AND GARDENER FOR SIR WILLIAM McPHERSON.                                   
                    William Harrison. 
 

My father, Edwin Harrison, was the gardener and 
chauffeur at Invergowrie.  He also looked after the two 
motor cars – the Cadillac and the Fiat – and completed 
all mechanical work to ensure they were in good 
running order.  Motor cars were not very common in 
those days.  Edwin drove William McPherson to 
Parliament (he was the Member for Hawthorn from 
1931, and Victoria’s 31st Premier); to theatre parties; 
in fact, anywhere he wanted to go.  He sometimes 
drove him to the Western District as the McPhersons  
had a daughter who lived there, and who was married  

to a grazier.  Edwin would drive the McPhersons there 
and stay on the property until they were ready to 
return to Invergowrie. 
 

On one journey to NSW they were caught in floods 
near Tilba Tilba.  Edwin had to piggyback Lady 
McPherson through the flood waters, to safety.  They 
were all given accommodation by a farmer who also 
helped them to get the car out of the flood (see part 
of the report from the Weekly Times of 7th April 1928, 
on page 9).  
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EDWIN HARRISON, CHAUFFEUR AND GARDENER FOR SIR WILLIAM McPHERSON. Continued. 
 
The gardens at Invergowrie were expansive and 
beautiful.  The huge canoe trees fascinated me.  There 
was also a large kitchen garden requiring constant 
upkeep.  The mansion was covered in Ficus creeper 
which my father kept trimmed to perfection.  
 

I do not know the exact dates that my father worked 
for Sir William McPherson, but it was between 
approximately 1914 and 1932.  I may have been born 
in the gardener’s cottage at Invergowrie, or we may 
have already moved to Gillman Street, East Hawthorn 
– I am not sure.  I have a photo of myself as an infant 
taken in the gardens at Invergowrie (➔).  I remember 
the little bluestone cottage in the gardens, well. 
 

My father must have had a few years off from working 
for the McPhersons because he worked for other 
employers.  He was gardener and chauffeur for the 
Beddgoods who were shoe manufacturers.  He also 
chauffeured for the Perry family who lived in Mason 
Street, Camberwell.  They had a full-sized billiard table 
in the upstairs billiard room, and part of my father’s 
job was to keep it in perfect condition.  
 

However, he later went back to work for Sir William 
McPherson.  I know he was working for him in 1927 
when we moved from Auburn Parade to our house at 
45 Canterbury Road, because I remember that Dad 
often drove Sir William to the theatre or to parties, 
and while he was waiting to drive him home Dad 
would come back to our house in Canterbury Road and 
have a cup of tea.  
 

Sir William and Lady McPherson were kind and 
generous to my father.  Lady McPherson presented us 
with lovely silver Christening Cups when my sister 
Maud and I were christened.   
 

When I left school, the McPhersons employed me in 
the office at McPherson’s Pty Ltd, bolt manufacturers. 
After Sir William passed away in 1932, my father was 
given a job at the McPherson dispatch and delivery 
building in 546-566 Collins Street Melbourne.   
 

He was also given an annuity from the McPherson’s 
and this was very much appreciated by our family.  
 

I remember meeting Sir William when I was a 
youngster as I sometimes accompanied my father to 
work.  I was always aware of my mother and father’s 
opinion of him as a fair and generous employer. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COUNCIL SUSPENDS TUCK STAND REDEVELOPMENT.                                        
 

The Hawthorn Historical Society is extremely disappointed to learn that funding for the refurbishment of the Tuck 
Stand has been removed, without explanation, from the City of Boroondara’s budget for 2020-21, and probably for 
some years after this.  This heritage listed building has remained empty and unloved for 14 years, that is since the 
departure of the tenant, the Hawthorn Football Club.  It was to have been refurbished to include improved 
community facilities and a new home and heritage centre for the Camberwell, Hawthorn and Kew Historical Societies. 
 

A significant amount of work and collaboration has already been undertaken by the three societies to prepare a brief 
for the project.   Elizabeth Love (Vice President H.H.S) prepared a personal submission, and Judith Voce (President 
Kew Historical Society) wrote a joint submission to Council on behalf of the three societies.  Both Elizabeth and Judith 
also spoke to their submissions to council on Monday 13th July. 
 

The Council’s decision not to provide funding for some years will have a significant impact on the H.H.S’s future 
management plans, on our capacity to receive and store collection items, and how best to sustain and engage with 
our membership and the wider community.  We are informed that the project will be reviewed for the 2025 budget 
plan.  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WURUNDJERI GARDEN CELEBRATES 30 YEARS.      Elizabeth Love.                                    
 

The picturesque Wurundjeri Garden is nestled quietly on a sweeping curve of the Yarra River at its junction with 
Boroondara Creek, Hawthorn.  Named in recognition of the traditional owners, the Wurundjeri clan of the 
Woiwurrung language group, of the Kulin nation, the indigenous garden recently celebrated its thirtieth birthday.  The 
concept for this special place grew out of a dream to recreate the landscape as it may have been 200 years ago.  
 

Hawthorn Historical Society Life Member Dorothy Sutherland, was instrumental in initially securing a $1,000 grant 
from the Ministry for Planning and Urban Growth Eastern Area Improvement Program, and also obtaining the 
collaboration of the Hawthorn Council, as well as their donation of $5,000 towards land works.  Discussions were also 
conducted with the relevant State Government departments, elders of the Wurundjeri community and ethno-
botanist Beth Gott from Monash University, who gave valuable expert advice.   
 

Dorothy’s vision and commitment sustained this project during the periods when it must have seemed a daunting 
task.  Her collection of photos, records and notebooks provide us with a wonderful historical resource. In her first 
notebook entry she wrote the following note: 
 

 Aboriginal Food Garden        Second attempt! 

3 - 7 – 89 

Meeting with David Dunstan (Parks & Gardens Staff), John & Jenny Bergin & me (Haw. Hist. Soc.) at Glan Avon Rd 

site. 

Agreement that this to be the chosen site. Has character. Fits in with Council’s plans for indigenous planting along river 

where possible, acquisition of land abutting bridge allowing access from that point. Area brought into prominence with 

bike track nearby but not going through it.  

Smallish size makes it manageable but still scope for interesting development. 

Palms to remain. Also, Peppercorns to help soil stability - retained for the present at least.  

Much discussion re means of weed eradication. Apparently, no real alternative to herbicide, as I expected though I made 

a few noises of concerns. …. young River Red Gums to be treated with caution in this regard.  

Volunteers to aid in planting a possibility but not in huge numbers.  

Possible spring planting. David will get back to us in 3 weeks re further dev. of plant species lists etc. 

Me to contact CF & L re time scale- ask if spring is possible. Also to contact Hawth. Council re permission to dev. that 

site. Letter of approval received from them supporting concept but omitting site. 

John B. Contacting Blackburn group who did similar things- re plant uses etc. 

Area from Peppercorn (near engineering office) to Peppercorn at other end. Land very steep beyond those points - also 

bike track comes under bridge. 
 

The Wurundjeri garden was opened on the morning of May 19th 1990.  Dorothy wrote in her notebook that 250 
plants had been sown earlier that morning, with approximately 25 to 30 people in attendance; the event warranting a 
feature article in the Progress Press on 27th June 1990.  Dorothy, recalls with a laugh, that the spot selected for Cr. 
Hampton Beale, then Mayor of Hawthorn and a Past President of the H.H.S., to plant a eucalypt, was rock-hard and so 
“a young chap from parks and gardens staff, with a mattock came to his rescue.”   
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WURUNDJERI GARDEN CELEBRATES 30 YEARS. Continued. 
 

However, whilst Dorothy has clearly been the inspiration for this restful garden, she is quick to acknowledge the 
support of many.  She acknowledges that the garden’s survival has been due to an industrious group of Hawthorn 
Historical Society members and volunteers which has met regularly over the years: firstly to select the site; then 
working to remove the rampant pampas lily of the valley and kikuyu grass along the bank; constructing paths; and 
researching, trialling and maintaining suitable plants.  In more recent years, the bulk of the hard work has been 
gratefully handed over to the City of Boroondara’s Parks and Gardens staff.  
 

Over the past thirty years, volunteers have weathered a number of challenges, but have also shared great 
camaraderie, and witnessed the successful growth of many indigenous plants.  Even so, they have been continually 
frustrated by the failure of the perennial herb Murnong (yam daisy), to thrive.  However, the rich variety of plants on 
the site, shows the remarkable versatility of plant usage by the Wurundjeri people.  The enduring River Red Gum, part 
of the remnant vegetation on the site, has always played a significant rôle, providing treatment for burns, bark for 
canoes, as well as shelter for other wildlife.  A further example is the Wedge-leaf Hop Bush, Kuungurrun; the leaves 
could be chewed to relieve toothache or the flowers added to water to make a drink to soothe a sore throat.  Leaves 
may also be rubbed together to make soap, or added to a waterhole to stun the fish.    
 

Celebrations have occurred to mark each of the ten-year anniversaries.  On the 10th anniversary in 2000, these 
celebrations included a tree planting ceremony by Wurundjeri elder Joy Murphy.  Also, in 2004, a spring planting was 
held in the Wurundjeri garden.  Cr. Judith Voce was in attendance and Wurundjeri man Ian Hunter provided the 
traditional welcome to country.  Unfortunately, with Covid-19 restrictions, the 30th anniversary in the May of this 
year, has largely gone unnoticed.   
 

The original large sign depicting many of the indigenous plants was created by Peter Sutherland and remains in situ. 
However, the new informative signs, recently erected by council, are a welcome addition to the site.  Together, these 
make an important contribution to our understanding of Wurundjeri culture, highlighting their special affinity with 
their land and recording their impressive knowledge, and usage of indigenous plants.  
 

Footnotes:  
1. Origin of the Woiworrung word Wurundjeri is – wurun meaning ‘gum’, and jeri referring to the ‘grub’ that lives  

in that tree.   
2. Further reading:  

a. Boroondara Connections, Stories of Aboriginal Connection by Residents of Boroondara. (2008) Editor: 
David Crawford. 

b. Wurundjeri Garden Plant List, (1999), Hawthorn Historical Society. 
c. Wurundjeri Garden, Guide for Visitors, (1996), Hawthorn Historical Society 

3. Further information about the Wurundjeri people, their language, culture and history can be found by exploring 
the following websites  

aboriginalhistoryofyarra.com.au 
wurundjeri.com.au   
aboriginalheritagecouncil.vic.gov.au 
 

           
    Photos courtesy Elizabeth Love. 

 

 


