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NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER 2018

UPCOMING HAWTHORN HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING:
SATURDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2018 – 2.00 pm.
NOT YOUR USUAL PIONEERS: THE STORY BEHIND THE FORGOTTEN GRAVE
AT BOROONDARA CEMETERY OF WILLOUGHBY AND HARRIET BEAN.

SPEAKER: LOREEN CHAMBERS.

HAWTHORN COMMUNTY PRECINCT (NEXT TO THE HAWTHORN LIBRARY),
584 GLENFERRIE ROAD, HAWTHORN.
In the Boroondara cemetery there is a dilapidated but

once elegant headstone lying unnoticed in the grass.
Willoughby Bean 1801-1875 grew up in France in a
military family, went to New South Wales as a free
settler in the 1820s, and secured a 2000 acre (809
hectare) land grant, convict servants and cattle. Then in
his forties, he became an Anglican minister and was
sent to Port Albert in Gippsland as its first minister,
along with Harriet his wife and three young children, to a
place with no church or parsonage. How was it that he
and Harriet and two of their children came to be buried
in Kew?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________


Photo from the Holy Trinity, Yarram, website.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Speaker Loreen Chambers taught History, English and Geography at Scotch College before teaching for over twenty years at Lauriston Girls
School where she became Head of History.
She is currently the Vice-President of the C. J. La Trobe Society which was formed in 2001 to promote understanding and appreciation of the
life and times of Charles Joseph La Trobe, Victoria’s first Lieutenant-Governor from 1839. She serves on the editorial committee of its journal
La Trobeana, and is also a regular contributor to articles on the life of La Trobe, especially in his retirement years in Kent, Herefordshire and
Sussex. Loreen also lectures at U3A Deepdene, and elsewhere, on History and about travel to places like Norfolk. She enjoys researching
family history in her spare time.
Loreen lives in Canterbury with her husband John and they regularly visit Gippsland where they have a cattle property near Maffra.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FIRST FUNCTION FOR 2019 – SATURDAY 9th FEBRUARY, 2.30 pm
VISIT TO THE HAWTHORN FOOTBALL CLUB MUSEUM, MULGRAVE.
See Page 2 for full details
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We continue to be available in the Local History Room at the Hawthorn Library on the 2nd Wednesday of each month from
10.00 am to 12.00 noon, to assist people with their research and to work on projects.
You may also use the Society’s office for research on the 4th Wednesday of each month from 10 am to 12 pm and other
times by appointment. It is at 25 Inglesby Road, Camberwell, just behind the Council offices. Easy access by Tram 75.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
SATURDAY 9th FEBRUARY, 2.30 pm
VISIT TO THE HAWTHORN FOOTBALL CLUB MUSEUM,
RICOH CENTRE, WAVERLEY PARK, MULGRAVE, 3170.
Car-pooling from Hawthorn will be organised.
Cost = $2.00 per head.
Afternoon tea will be available after the tour at The Last Piece Café.

Photos courtesy of the Hawks Museum website, and Elizabeth Love

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Some years’ ago, the Hawthorn Historical Society produced a brochure as a guide to the Wurundjeri Garden on the
bank of the Yarra River in Hawthorn. The HHS has organised a couple of tours and working sessions in the Wurundjeri
Garden. Another such session is being planned for 2019.
 Below are a couple of photos taken during earlier tours. The photo at left is from 2015, and the one at right was
taken in 1990, and features Dulcie Hammet and other members of the Society.
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2018 A.G.M. REPORT.
The Annual General Meeting of the Hawthorn Historical Society was held on 20th October 2018. We are delighted to
report that Ramona De Niese was elected as the new H.H.S. President. After two years as President Elizabeth Love
took on the rôle of Vice-President. The Secretary is Liz Yewers; the Treasurer and Public Officer is Pamela Carter; and
the Committee consists of David Goldsworthy, Albert Isaacs and Andrae Talarico.
Carole Hooper did not renominate for the Committee, and we thank Carole for all her hard work on behalf of the
Society, over some years.
The Annual Report for 2017/18 was presented and distributed at the A.G.M. The Report will also be circulated to
members by email. Those without copies may get one by contacting the H.H.S. on
hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com, or by phoning Liz Yewers on 9819 1218.
As in previous years, we plan to include of copy of the A.G.M. Minutes in the next edition of our Newsletter.
The guest speaker at the meeting was Sam Coffa who was sincerely thanked for a fascinating profile of his life in
Hawthorn.

NEW H.H.S. MEMBERS.
We are delighted to welcome the following new members who have joined the Society since the last Newsletter:
Tony and Lia Iacorino
Jennifer Podborsek
Kevin Slattery
We hope you find your membership to be rewarding!

FROM THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT.

Elizabeth Love

As mentioned in my Annual Report this has been a very active year with a full program of events for the Society.
One of the most pleasing aspects of this year however has been the move by the Society into our temporary office
at 25 Inglesby Road Camberwell. We can now store our resources, build our collection and have a place to meet
with members of the Society and with the general public. Furthermore, we have received a commitment from the
City of Boroondara to a five-year budget allocation for the refurbishing and fitting of the large space within the Tuck
Stand at Glenferrie Oval, for the creation of a History Centre. The Hawthorn, Camberwell and Kew Historical
Societies will share the use of this space. In this regard I particularly want to acknowledge the financial commitment
from the Council as well as the support of Kate Brewster (Manager, Community Information and Libraries), Council
staff and our patron John Pesutto MLA. I believe that the new History Centre will have a very positive impact on our
long-term survival and our ability to provide appropriate services and resources into the future for our members and
also the wider community.
One particular event I must mention is our highly successful Yesterday Today and Tomorrow exhibition, which
opened at the Town Hall Gallery at the start of July and was viewed enthusiastically by a wide audience over the
following two months. Elizabeth Yewers and I were immensely grateful for the expert help of Elle Groch (Curator,
Town Hall Gallery), and also for the hard work of the Committee. We appreciate the many contributions received
from our members and others in the wider Hawthorn community. Again this exhibition was made possible as a
result of funding through a City of Boroondara Community Strengthening Grant in 2017-2018.
I did not renominate for the position of President for the coming year. It has been a privilege to be your President
for the last two years and I hope to continue to work for the new President and the Society with great enthusiasm.
My best wishes to you all for a safe and happy Christmas and every success in 2018.
 EDITOR’S NOTE: For details of how the Annual Report is being distributed, see above under the heading
“2018 A.G.M. Report.”
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Ramona De Niese

I joined the Hawthorn Historical Society about three years ago, intent on discovering more about my maternal great
grandparents, grandparents and mother, who had lived and worked in Hawthorn, particularly Auburn, for most of
their lives.
As things have turned out I haven’t been able to spend much time on that voyage of discovery, having found myself
drawn onto the Committee and thus spending more time on the many activities that the Committee promotes. I
have found it all very interesting and I look forward to making further contributions as your President.
I would like to thank the Committee for their dedication to the history of Hawthorn, with a special thank-you to our
retiring President, Libby Love, who has done an exceptional job!
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS IN HAWTHORN DURING WORLD WAR II.

.

As we commemorate another Remembrance Day on 11th November, it is appropriate to recall some of the hardships
that the citizenry of Hawthorn suffered on account of war. Below () we illustrate a notice outlining the Hawthorn
City Council’s plans in the case of enemy air raids over the city during World War II; it was issued in June 1940.
(Photo: courtesy of the Museums of Victoria Collection.)
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HAWTHORN: 1959-1970. Part Three.

Judy Grimmer

In Parts One and Two of Judy Grimmer’s article, we learnt about Judy’s family home in Falmouth Street,
Hawthorn, her family, and her neighbours, and we started to read about her Swinburne College school days.
Let’s continue now by looking at Judy’s later school experiences in 1961 and ‘62 …
The Social Hall
Another building we used was the social hall in John St which we entered through a side walkway. We held our
assemblies there, as well as our gym classes. Alison Little recalls the floor being sanded in 1960 and also
remembers previously suffering from splinters. Our gym equipment was quite basic: we used upturned forms as
balance beams, tumbling mats for forward and backward rolls and an old vaulting horse and beat board for vaulting.
The stage was used for musical events and plays. I was once a singing tree in Hansel and Gretel, and then the wife
in a production of The Merry Peasant.
Another highlight was the anniversary concert in 1959 to celebrate 50 years since the establishment of the College.
The older girls sang songs from 1916 - Pack Up Your Troubles in Your Old Kit Bag, and It’s a Long Way to Tipperary.
They were dressed in boaters and long white dresses. These girls also did a skit about old fashioned calisthenics,
complete with clubs and bloomers; not dissimilar to the ones we had to wear for P.E
The Hall was also used for school socials.
John St - Girls’ School 1960 -1962
Across John St was an area that was designated C Girls’ School. This area ran right through to William St and
contained a collection of dilapidated old cottages and a set of demountable classrooms. There was also a square of
lawn with garden benches. The wire fence that separated the prefab classrooms from the laneway at the side was a
perfect place to chat to the boys. (This area is now occupied by the University Library.)
Two of the rooms of a cottage fronting William St housed the art cottage where Miss Timmings valiantly taught us. I
remember that we had a number of girls who were particularly talented.
Across William St, in a corner of the boys’ school was another brick cottage that we used for English classrooms,
conducted by Miss Renshaw.
When all the Junior School classes were moved from the Diploma School site, towards the end of 1962, there were
some changes in use; one that I recall was the moving of the Music Room to a front prefab classroom. The Social
Hall became the Diploma School library. A new building program was the order of the day.
Life Across the Road
The boys’ school was located on the other side of William St, but one of the cottages on the site housed the
Counsellors. The girls’ counsellor was Mrs Balodis, who I thought was very stylish.
The Boys’ School had been recently built and the classrooms were more comfortable than ours.
Form 3, 1961
A highlight for me was entering third form and being streamed into different interest areas. Form 3AP for instance
was 3A Professional, which was a pathway into the Senior Tech School; that was my stream. It also meant that we
would have our Maths and Science classes with the boys in the new building over the road. We also had technical
drawing classes with Mr Tate; we were the first girls in the Victoria to do this course! Although this was exciting, I
have yet to find a use for being able to draw the top view of a screw or the side view of a nut. Even though we
mastered the drawings, we were never able to take the sheet metal class that would have turned our drawings into
objects. We did feel very special, and I learnt to write in very neat labelling script with “e” written in Mr Tait’s
special style. My father made my T square and drawing board - I felt very swish.
More practical were the Maths and Science classes. I remember these classes as happy places, with lots of practical
jokes and laughter between the boys and girls. There was also much challenging academic material. When I
went on to Camberwell High School in 1963, these classes in 1961 stood me in good stead as much of the material I
tackled in Form 5 had already been taught to me in those happy classes.
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It was in Form 3 that we had dance classes with actual boys in the Boy’s gym, which was much larger than our little
hall. Here we learnt the barn dance, amongst others, to the strains of Eagle Rock and Jingle Bell Rock. However,
we concentrated on how to make meaningful connections with the boys that were passing by in those progressive
dances. One needed to be strategic if someone took one’s eye - I don’t think many of us were focusing on the
dancing! I was lucky because this was where I met my first real boyfriend.
Form 3 was also the year that I decided to sleep in rollers and starch my petticoat to wear under my school dress.
Why? Well, I suppose it had something to do with going to the school across the road.

Form 3, 1961 () and Form 4, 1962 (). The author is second from left in the second-bottom row in 1962, and
second from right in the bottom row in 1963.
Form 4, 1962
Form 4AP was similar to Form 3AP but by then I had a wider group of friends, and we met socially as well as at
school. We were given the freedom to organise school activities; some were as simple as sweet stalls and lucky
dips, and others more complex like the Prefects’ Dance, and a talent quest extravaganza that took place over two
lunchtimes and was well attended. I couldn’t believe the range of talent that seemed to come out of the woodwork;
I remember singers, a rock group and a bagpipe player. The standard was surprisingly good.
I was involved in a range of musical activities, including the orchestra, the choir and the madrigal group. Considering
that the number of girls was beginning to dwindle, the standard was surprisingly good, much to the credit of Miss
Webb.
At our Hawthorn Town Hall speech night during my last year at Swinburne, we sang carols with a variety of students
representing characters in the Nativity. Gillian Eggy had just completed a theatre make-up course so she
volunteered to face-paint the wise men, and they certainly looked very theatrical.
House swimming sports, as well as our swimming lessons, were held at the open-air Hawthorn Pool. It was
surrounded by concrete steps. The water temperature seemed freezing in both summer and winter! This was
where I got my Senior swimming certificate even though I had some difficulty floating. I admit now that I
occasionally dropped my foot to the bottom, luckily unobserved. I choose not to swim much these days, and my
children and grandchildren are dubious that I ever did. I must admit that I was never fast enough to swim in races.
Whilst on the subject of athletic pursuits, it amazes me that we had any sporting teams at all, as we had no oval.
We went to the Manresa courts at the back of the Catholic Church to play netball or to string up a tennis net, and
we went to the Auburn oval for hockey and softball. Apparently the girls in the marching team practised in the
streets. My sport was hockey, where I needed a left-handed hockey stick. I was usually hidden on the wing.

…to be continued in the February 2019 Newsletter, with more about Swinburne school days, before moving on
to Camberwell High School …

Email: hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
Website: http://hawthornhistoricalsociety.com.au
Facebook: https://facebook.com/Hawthorn-Historical-Society
Phone: 9819 1218
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF MEMORY IN HAWTHORN.

.

Most readers of this Newsletter would have memories of family and friends who served in World War I. During this
month of November 2018, the 100th anniversary of the Armistice on 11th November 1918 is commemorated, and it
is appropriate that we look at some of the memorials in our region that not only recall World War I, but are in fact in
honour of those who served in all wars and, particularly, to those who lost their lives in the process.
Captions, clockwise: the memorial in St James Park,
erected by the former Hawthorn City Council; the
Hawthorn Rowing Club memorial, near the Hawthorn
Bridge; the Scotch College War Memorial Hall; the
impressive Kew war memorial at the corner of High
Street and Cotham Road may just be outside the
boundaries of the former City of Hawthorn, but it is in
the current City of Boroondara and deserves a place
in this photo selection simply because of its
splendour; Hawthorn Football Club memorial display
at the HFC museum. (Photos courtesy of: Elizabeth
Love, Monuments Australia; Museums Victoria; Organ
Historical Trust of Australia; Shutterstock.)
________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Hawthorn Historical Society has received a query regarding a missing World War I memorial. It was originally in
the Denham Street Methodist Church which was destroyed by fire in 1970. The surviving monuments and plaques
were taken to the Oxley Road Methodist Church (now Auburn Uniting Church) where most of them remain.
However, the Denham Street Church’s War Memorial is not there! It is believed that it was moved to the Hawthorn
Town Hall for safe keeping about 30 years ago, but cannot be found there now. It is approximately 1.2 x 2.4 metres
in size, and made of carved white marble on black. It features two lists of WWI soldiers from the congregation;
approximately 30 names in total.
If you have any information about this memorial, please let us know via the addresses on page 1.
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– EASTERN ROAD
Albert Isaacs

This is the second in our occasional series looking at streets in Hawthorn, past and present, which hardly
anyone knows much about. In this edition of the Newsletter we look at Eastern Road.
Gwen McWilliam’s reference book, HAWTHORN STREETS INDEX, first published by the Hawthorn Historical Society
in 1999, makes only a brief mention of the road we’re looking at. It says: “Eastern Road. Burwood Road east of
Camberwell Road was known as this in the 1920s.” There is much more to the story than this brief title and single
sentence indicates.
In the 1920s, the road we now know as the Burwood Highway, and which of course cuts through the suburb of
Burwood, was simply known as Burwood Road. The Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works was concerned
about the confusion between Burwood Road, Burwood, and Burwood Road, Hawthorn, and therefore planned to
link them up. In other words, the M&MBW envisaged one super-long Burwood Road stretching from the Hawthorn
Bridge, east to beyond the stretches of Melbourne suburbia as it was in the 1920s. This was to be done by renaming
all of Camberwell Road as Burwood Road, as well as also renaming that part of Toorak Road east of Camberwell
Road.
Incidentally, the area we now know as Burwood was originally named after the early Victorian politician and
businessman, Sir John O’Shanassy, and was thus named Ballyshanassy (Gaelic for “Shanassy’s village”). It then
became known as Norwood. Interestingly, that nomenclature is now used as the name for a portion of Ringwood
North. (It is of course also a suburb of Adelaide, and the name is found other parts of the English-speaking world.)
The area eventually became known as Burwood, in 1879.
Both Burwood Road, Hawthorn, and the suburb of Burwood, were named after the home of Sir James Palmer, in
Coppin Grove, Hawthorn. Originally called Burwood, it was soon renamed Invergowrie. The beautiful mansion of
Invergowrie still exists, and was at one stage the home for meetings of the Hawthorn Historical Society.
Let us return to our main theme. Before renaming
Camberwell and Toorak Roads, the M&MBW realised
that it would have to give another name to that part
of Burwood Road east of Camberwell Road and, as
we’ve seen, the name selected for this small section
of a major suburban road, was Eastern Road.
This segment of the thoroughfare was indeed
renamed, but the problem was that the
overwhelming majority of residents of Eastern Road
didn’t like their new name! They decided to get
together and take action to boycott the plan by
continuing to call their road, Burwood Road.
Obviously, this led to great confusion, particularly for
organisations like the Post Office.

 Camberwell Junction in 1937. (Photo courtesy
Camberwell Historical Society.)
If the M&MBW had got its way, Burwood Road would
have passed right through here.

After a year or so, the M&MBW realised that they had
no alternative but to abandon their plans for the one
long Burwood Road. The residents had won and
Eastern Road was renamed Burwood Road.
Concurrently, the plan to rename Camberwell Road
and part of Toorak Road was also discarded.

In the light of this, it is somewhat ironical that Burwood Road, Burwood, no longer exists, having been renamed the
Burwood Highway in the 1960s.
To return to Hawthorn, one must wonder if there are any residents of the eastern part of Burwood Road, who even
know that they are living in what was once Eastern Road, even if for just a short period of time!
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DONATIONS – THANK YOU!
A number of members and non-members have recently made generous gifts to the Hawthorn Historical Society.
Some these have been monetary, whilst other offerings have been of artefacts, books, papers, etc., that will become
part of our ever-growing collection of items of relevance to Hawthorn’s history. The H.H.S. Committee greatly
appreciates all these donations!
It will be interesting to see whether this will motivate others into assisting the Society in a similar fashion.
Some of the recent donations in kind are illustrated below, with photos courtesy of Elizabeth Love.

We have been very fortunate to receive from John
Lancaster some original documents relating to the
transfer of land originally owned by Henry Creswick.
This includes papers related to his house, probably
the oldest house in Hawthorn, and known as The
Hawthorns.
Coincidently, David Neyland has passed on to the
Society a brochure relating to the sale of The
Hawthorns in 2004, with original artwork by Greg
Haddon. (This is illustrated at right ➔.)

We have also received this lovely greeting card ( ) with internal Christmas greetings from Mayor Robert Barbour.
He held this office in 1894-95 and again in 1917-18.

The gem (at left ) is an original drawing, circa
1930s, of members of the Hawthorn Younger Set.
This group includes Jean Omond, a prominent singer
at the time. She was a member of the Hawthorn
Operatic Society. The H.O.S. performed regularly with
the proceeds from their presentations going to
charity.
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Sam Coffa has also recently donated a number of things, including a copy of his recently published history of the
early years of the Hawthorn Citizens Youth Club (illustrated at left ). He has also given the Hawthorn Historical
Society his scrapbook, a page of which is illustrated (at right ) and which, amongst other things, includes a cutting
re his Naturalisation (Citizenship) ceremony in 1959, and a manuscript record of his efforts at the 1959 Victorian
weightlifting championship.

The H.H.S. now also owns two publications donated by Elizabeth Love; namely the Progress Press 1985 supplement
celebrating the 125th anniversary of the City of Hawthorn (illustrated at left ), and a copy of the St James Park
Association’s St James Park: The Conservation and Enhancement of an Historic Area, published in 1974 (at right ) .

